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“I Can't Find Any Hand!” 
. By Ernest Bourner Allen 


t his beloved wife, and in a letter of deep- 
friend los tage 


1-33 
2-4 


if 


H 


Y heart is my the clouds hang low, 
I’m tired of work and wanting to go 
Where my loved one waits and sings, I know, 
In the Homeiand, 
In the morning ! 


For I’m in bitterness black and drear, 

I cannot see why I tarry here, 

I find no hand, in the darkness, near, 
In the Earthland, 
In the gloaming f 


I hope all my friends-will pray for me, 

As I sit alone with memory, 

And think of the one I cannot see, 
In the Homeland, 
And its morning! 


I hear a Voice from Gethsemane, 

An unseen Hand is lifting me, 

I'll work and I'll trust—till I shall be 
In the Homeland, 
And the morning ! 





An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1917, both general and classified by de- 
partments, y titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors o Y. books noticed, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company for ton cents. 


A Bible Study Quartette 


Are we doing all God wants us to do with the 
Bible? We are studying the Bible, no doubt, but 
have we God’s idea = yee het he means it to be to us, 
and what he means us to do with it?. A Bible teacher 
mot long ago said to his class that every Christian 
Ought -to have “the four ‘mits’ of Bible study—admit 
submit, commit, transmit.” Do not these four words 
6um up the whole of Bible study? Admit,—“the en- 
trance of thy words giveth light”; submit,—“he that 


ttog:r., 


We may well fet this 

uartette apply once for all to our atti- 

tude to 4 ible, and we should also make it a part 
of our everyday vocabulary when we talk with God. 


x 


God’s Estimate of Team-Work 
De. Formcs ari tee iseeae tam oeelle tae, bats 
orrey says strongest man needs elp 
that comes from Christian fellowship.” The Bible 
lays great emphasis on team-work. Jesus sent out 
both the Twelve and the Seventy in pairs. The 
phe usually followed this method in their after- 
Pentecost mission work. Do not two men Lohan 
have many times as much power as one 
e shall chase a thousand,” but two shall “put ten 
thousand to flight” (Deut. = 30). Two of the richest 
promises in the Word are made to yoke- 

Fellow ws: “If two shall 


ee... as touching 
anythin . it shall be done,” and “Where two .. . 
are ga ered together in my name, there am I,” 
When God said, “It.is ‘not good for man to be alone,” 
did he not have in- mind not only the godly home 
about to be set up in Eden but all Christian service %# 


Have you a prayer chum or a preaching comrade? 


ax 
A Building and Its Architect 


There is an orderly. progress of doctrine in the 
Bible. It is one of the tnost convincing evidences of 
the Book's inspiration, ’It appears in verses, in para- 
graphs, in book. syb-divisions,.in books as a whole, 
in each Testament, and in the Bible as a whole. Con- 


sider this illustration: “The fruit of the Spirit is 
oo joy, Peace longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gen en, self-control” (Gal. 5: 22, ae) 
This seemingly loose- cluster of nine gr 
under scrutiny, falls into ee ups, The 
three graces concern our relation to God; he 
second three our relations to our fellow-men, and 
the third—“fidelity,” meekness, and_ self-control— 
have special reference to ourselves. Benjamin Wills 
Newton said: “The only unfailing method of in- 
terpreting Scripture is the structural method,” and 
Dr. Arthur T, Pierson, nape: with this statement, 
declared that as we use the method we shall find that 
“the Book is thus a building, and the Author is the 
Architect.” 
Pat 


Love’s Place in the Abiding Life 


We can never love enough, We ought to be al- 
ways saying Amen to Paul’s classic message about 
love in 1 Corinthians 13. And yet are we not some- 
times so concerned with our own love as to forget 
what God’s love means? “Beloved” is the Apostle 
John’s great word. And it means what it says, 
“be loved.” “Abide ye in my love.” How? “If ye 
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love.” 
And on what plane? “Even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.” Our 
love to Him is not worthy to be mentioned in the 
same breath with his love to us. To abide is to re- 
main in a position where, unhindered, our Lord can 
love us. It is tobe where we do not have to be 
curbed, chastened, “cut back.” Oh, to get beyond 
the necessity of such discipline! That alone is real 
abiding. That is victory, What it means has been 
described in a fine summary of John 15,—‘“Fruit per- 
petual, joy celestial, prayer effectual.” 


Out of Bondage Into Liberty 


whether Abraham was justified by faith or 

works,” writes a leading American preacher 
in a recent article that seeks to interpret the heart- 
cry of men ‘to-day for a prophet who can give them 
“a spiritual interpretation of the world-rending and 
ome-smashing events that are taking place.” 

Yet that very same question which was-the all-im- 
portant thing for Abraham, to-day, nearly four thou- 
sand years later, is still the question that goes to the 
root of the world’s spiritual problem. 

There is nothing more important for the Christian 
to understand than the distinction between law and 
grace. For to understand that is to have in one’s 
heart the Gospel message, It is not too much to say 
that the chief cause of powerlessness in the Chris- 
tian church to-day, a powerlessness that is made 
the more acutely evident by the world’s sore travail, 
is that so many thousands of Christians are still liv- 
ing under law. They have not found the emancipa- 
tion of grace. They do not walk at liberty, which was 
purchased .for us by Christ. They do not stand fast 
in the freedom wherewith Christ has set us free. 
They are not “free indeed” with the freedom which 
the Son of God won for us. 

This is not’an academic question. It is nota dis- 
cussion of points of law, nor the making of fine dis- 
tinctions in the deeper ‘spiritual mysteries. Jt is a 

uestion of sin. When our Lord was felling the 
poe that if they believed him and followed him they 
would know the truth, and the truth would set them 
free, they thre» hack their shouldérs in their pride 
of ancestry and boasted that they were Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in bondage to any man. The 
Son of God did not stop to discuss ‘qii¢stions of race, 
or.of political. liberty, but went to the heart of. the 
matter with one of his tremendous vérilies: “Verily, 
verily, I say-unto you, Every one-that committeth- sih 
is the bondservant of sin” (John.8: 34). #hat Word 
of the King of kings is the word that néeds to be 


OT wie do‘ not care a shap of their fingers 


This is the third of a series of éditérials discussing vital ques- 
tions concerning the Victorious Life, by Robert C. McQuilkin, for 
five years associate editor of The Sunday School Times, and who 
left the work here with a view to going into missionfwork in Africa. 


thundered to-day, or, what is more effective, whis- 
pered to-day into the souls of men. There is no 
bondslavery comparable to this, A man may be on 
the side of righteousness so far as the conflict of 
nations is concerned to-day, but what avails that for 
the solving of his individual problem if he is the 
bondservant of sin? If, then, the question of law and 
grace is a question of sin, it is the most vital matter 
that can concern men to-day. Always alongside of 
sin is another word beginning with S—‘“Salvation,”— 
that is, this word is always alongside of sin in this 
age of Grace. When our Lord told the Jews of this 
bondslavery, he did not leave them there, but added 
that wondrous word: “If therefore the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 

There is needed to-day a great challenge to be 
thrown at an unbelieving world, a testimony that 
cannot be answered,—Christians walking at liberty, 
men and women living in the midst of these awful 
days of stress with the “freedom indeed” which be- 
longs only to sons of God. But instead of that an 
unbelieving world is constantly face to face with the 
puzzling spectacle of professing Christians who are 
bondservants of sin, who do not know the meaning 
of liberty, For let us remember the word of the 
Master, and not nullify it with theological explana- 
tions to make it fit into the experiences of Christians: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every | one that com- 
mitteth sin is the bondservant of sin.” And Chris- 
tians are bondservants of sin because they are living 
under law, and not under grace. They are not using, 
not enjoying, the freedom that Jesus Christ pur- 
chased for us. 

So fundamental is the correct understanding of the 
Christian’s relation to the law, that if Satan is not 
able to beguile’ Christians. into staying in bondage 
under the law he will seek to drive them into an op- 
Sante error that is just as deadly to true liberty. 

is ig‘ the notion that a Christian has nothing to do 
with the law, and is under no obligation to have his 
life conform to.it. Young Christians who have seen 
something of the.»wondér of their deliverance from 
the law have jumped to the conclusion thatthe Old 
Testament books that deal with the dispénsation of 
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law have such an indirect bearing upon their lives that 
that they can neglect them. ortions of the New 
Testament are also divided in this fashion from the 
rest of the Word, and even Christians with a deep 
spiritual vision have argued that the Sermon on the 
Mount had little in it for them because it was on legal 
ground, and we are under grace. Their teachers may 
not have intended this application of their instruction 
about freedom from the law, but it illustrates the 
danger, and shows the need of clear light from the 
Word to avoid the pitfalls on each side. 

So the Word of God urges on the one hand, “For 
freedom did Christ set us free: stand fast therefore, 
and be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage” 
(Gal. 5:1), and cautions on the other, “For so is the 
will of God, that by well-doing ye should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not 
using your freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as 
bondservants of God” (1 Peter 2:16). And Paul 
puts the two messages together in Galatians 5: 13 and 
14: “For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only 
use not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, 
but through love be servants one to another. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

But in what sense are we freed from the law, if 
we are still to keep the law? The New Testament 
takes hold of the law of God as revealed in the Old, 
and makes it infinitely higher in its requirements. 
Some men say that their Gospel is the Sermon on the 
Mount. It is the most hopeless Gospel a sinner ever 
struggled with. For in this sermon our Lord pours 
the spiritual meanings into the law of God. It may 
have been possible for a man to abstain from the 
outward act of murder, but our Lord takes that com- 
mand and shows that the inward fact of murder is in 
a man’s heart if he is angry with his brother, So 
does the Master lift the command against impurity 
into a place where the most upright men, who do not 
have the secret of victory, must confess themselves 
adulterers. Not only is there this spiritual interpre- 
tation of the law, which makes it the more impossi- 
ble to keep it, but there is the new commandment the 
Lord gave his disciples, to love one another as he 
loved them. And as though this were not enough, 
the New Testament epistles, after the death and res- 
urrection, when the dispensation of law was fully 
over, show us that to break the law of God at one 
point makes us guilty of all: “Howbeit if ye fulfil 
the royal law, according to the scripture, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well: but if ye 
have respect of persons, ye commit sin, being con- 
victed by the law as transgressors. For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law,.and yet stumble in one 
point, he is become guilty of all. For he that said, 
Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now 
if thou dost not commit adultery, but killest, thou 
we ee a transgressor of the law” (James 2: 
-I1). 

This startling passage says that if Christians have 
respect of persons—and has not the Spirit here put 
his finger upon one of the most pathetic and abomin- 
able sins of Christian churches of our day ?—these 
Christians are convicted as transgressors of the law, 
and are guilty of all. Then the Apostle goes on to 
speak of the sins of murder and adultery as samples 
of the kind of thing that a Christian is guilty of 
when he shows respect of persons,—the awful sin 
of unlove, 

This leads us into the truth that the law of God 
is pure and holy and spiritual, and has never been 
abrogated. The New Covenant does not take away 
the law: it provides a way of fulfilling the law. 
There are many senses in which the word “law” is 
used in the Scriptures, but we are looking now at the 
righteous law of God which must be fulfilled, and the 
breaking of which is sin, for sin is lawlessness, or 
the breaking of the law. James tells us that to stum- 
ble in one point is to break the whole law, for the law 
is a unity. The law is a unity because it is an ex- 
pression of the charaater of God, and God is one. 
To break it in one point is to sin against God. It is 
a true revelation of the Scriptures that “God is law,” 
though these words do not occur The words “God 
is love” do occur, and love is the fulfilling of the law. 

When God gave the perfect law to men God knew 
that men could not keep it. But men did not know it. 
And God cannot do anything for a man by grace 
until man learns that he is a transgressor of the law 
of God, and that it is impossible for him to keep it. 
Israel said, “All that Jehovah hath spoken we will 
do.” They indeed needed a tutor unto Christ. The 
law, then, was added to show man what sin is, to 
make sin exceeding sinful, to prove to man that he is 
a sinner. This work the law did all through the old 
dispensation. But this work the law must continue 
to do for every individual before he can enter into 
the meaning of grace. That is what the struggle of 
the seventh chapter of Romans means. That is a 
struggle under law, the picture of a man who has 
been brought under condemnation by the law. The 
law is a great mirror let down from heaven in which 
a man may see himself as he is. That is why the law 
brings condemnation and death. It is a curse,—not 
because the law is not holy, but because it convicts 
the man of his unholiness. Law does this in the New 
Testament as well as the Old, and withinfinitely more 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“If therefore the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed” (John 8 : 36) 
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searching terribleness because of the high spiritual 
interpretation of the inner meaning of the outward 
commands. The law of God has done its work in a 
Christian when he has seen that it is impossible for 
him to be good according to God’s standard. 

Not all have seen this, Dr. Scofield tells of a gen- 
tleman who came to him at the close of a talk on 
how a Christian might get out of the struggle of the 
seventh chapter of Romans: into the victory of the 
eighth chapter, and asked him this: “Doctor, what 
was the trouble with Paul anyway? Why did he find 
it so hard to be good? I don’t find it very hard to 
be .good.” 

What do you mean by being good?” the preacher 
asked. 

“What every one means—living a clean life, being 
honest, paying your debts, treating people right, and 
if your neighbor gets in trouble put your hand in 
your pocket and help him out.” 

“Oh,” Dr. Scofield responded, “Paul did those 
things all his life.. Any gentleman would do those 
things. Paul was not talking of that when he said 
it was a struggle to be good.” 


MARCH 23, 1918 


“Well, what did he mean?” the business man asked, 
somewhat taken aback, 

“Did you ever try to be meek?” was the preacher’s 
next question. 

“What's that?” 

“Did you ever try to be meek?” 

“No, sir! I don’t admire a meek man.” 

“Don’t you? Well, God does. His Son was meek 
and lowly. But now suppose you started off some 
morning and determined to be meek all that day, to 
love everybody, no matter what mean things another 
man might say. Would you find it easy?” 

“I couldn’t do it. “hat’s not in my line. I’m not 
built that way.” 

Just so, we are not built that way. We need to 
be built over. A néw life needs to come in. And 
when the law has brought us to that point, and we 
cry out with Paul, “Wretched man that I am!” then 
the law has done its proper work. The tragic thing 
is that most Christian. stop right there in their read- 
ing of the seventh chapter of Romans. They do not 
go on to the glorious word of deliverance. There is 
a way out. Paul has been in bondage under the law 
of sin. But a new law enters, and he exclaims, “The 
law of the Spirit ., . made me free from the law of 
sin and of death.” What is that law of the Spirit? 
“Life in Christ Jesus.” What happens when the law 
of the Spirit is working, when we are enjoying the 
freedom indeed wherewith Christ hath set us free? 
The requirement of the law is fulfilled in-us. This 
law of the Spirit, the new Life in Christ Jesus, hath 
set us free from the law of sin and death, in order 
that we might keep the law of God. And it is kept 
in us just as long as we walk in the Spirit. God’s 
plan is that we should walk in the Spirit all the 

(Continued on page 169) 





What Is a “ Spiritual ’” Christian’? 


I read an article in The Sunday School Times for 
January 6, entitled “What. Really Is the Gospel?” by 
the Rev. Lewis Sperry Chafer. 

According to Mr. Chafer, Paul divides..the human 
family into three classes. (1) The natural man; (2) the 
carnal man; (3) the spiritual man: Then follows this 
statement: “It i¥ a-.great tratrsition from thé state of 
the ‘natural’ man ‘tothe state of the saved, .. . It is 
also a great transition from the state of the ‘carnal,’ 
the ‘babe in Christ,’ to that of true. spirituality. This, 
too, is a work of God for the trusting: soul, but: de- 
pends on a life wholly yielded to the indwelling Spirit.” 

So Mr. Chafer preaches the necessity. fora “second 
work of grace.” So did Wesley in his day. And I would 
infer from Mr. Chafer’s teaching that this work is in- 
stantaneous, a “transition” as definite and complete as 
the “first work.” 

> What saith the Scriptures? “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” “Believe on 
Jesus [Saviour] Christ [God’s Anointed. One] and your 
Lord. How does a sinner receive pardon? Through 
faith in the atoning blood and an absolute surrender to 
his Lord. Isn’t that right? Can a sinner be justified 
who refuses submission to his Redeemer? Certainly 
not. “Ye are bought with a price.” “Paul the bond- 
slave of Jesus Christ.” 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him” (Col. 
2:6). A man cannot make a greater surrender to 
Christ than he did when he was converted. You can- 
not surrender more than all. 

“I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works” 
(Rev. 2: 4, 5). The unfaithful Christian doesn’t need a 
“second work”; all he needs is to repent and take the 
position he took at the first—the first love—the first 
works. When did Christ or the apostles ever talk of a 
“second work’’? 

One reason so much “second-workism” is preached is 
because the churches do not expect a Christian to be a 
Christian. I heard a missionary from India say the 
other night that the native converts put American 
church-members to shame. 

Instead of trying to get a “second work,” the best 
thing a loose-::ving, backslidden, sinning Christian can 
do is to repent and do the first works, and recall what 
he promised his Lord then. 

The preaching of a second work is false and unscrip- 
tural and pernicious in its effects, for it divides the 
saints. I don’t care what “degree of holiness” a man 
professes, he is no holier than he was when he was 
“born of the Spirit,” and he is not on “higher ground,” 
for there is no higher ground in God’s universe than to 
be “in Christ.”—A Kansas Reader. 


Mr. Chafer’s own reply to this challenging in- 
quiry is so valuable to all Christians that it is given 
in full, as follows: 


It is quite evident that this reader does not un- 
derstand my position when I have stated, “It is also 
a great transition from the state of the carnal, the 
babe in Christ, to true spirituality.” 

I do not believe in a “second blessing,” “a second 
work of grace,” or any increase of position for the 
saved. Such issues are not implied in the article in 
question, But the Bible distinguishes between carnal 
believers and spiritual believers. 


” 4 








Christians are such because they are vitally re- 
lated to Christ. They may be spiritual by a vital re- 
lation to the Spirit. We are Christians because of 
what Christ has done for us once for all: we are 
spiritual because of what the Spirit may: be doing in 
us moment by moment. One is position, which can- 
not change unless He changes (Eph. 1: 6) ; the other 
is daily life,.which should: be changing. according to 
2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Peter 3:18. There could never 
be any ‘higher ground than our position “in Christ”: 


-usually there could: be much higher ground than that 
«upon. which we live. 


The following passages state that great change 


from carnal to spiritual to which reference was made, 
and ‘the conditions are clearly revealed: Romans 6 


and 7 and 8 Note “walk,” “yield,” “reckon,” etc. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 to 3:5; 11:31, 32, self-judgment; 
Galatians 5: 16-23, “if we walk”; Ephesians 5: 18-20, 
“be filled”; 1 John 1:1 to 2:2, “If we walk in the 
light,” “If we confess.” These passages are not of 
salvation, but rather define a possible experience of 
deliverance and victory by the Spirit for the one who 
is already perfectly safe in his salvation. This state 
is described in the Bible as that of being “filled with 
the Spirit,” which .does not mean that we receive 
apes of the Spirit, but that the Spirit has more 
of us. 

The conditions of a God-honoring walk in the Spirit 
must never be confused with the one condition of 
being saved. We are saved by believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ; we are spiritual by confessing sin and 
yielding to God. It is a very serious error to teach 
that one must yield in order to be saved. Salvation 
is only through the finished work of Christ, and we 
can enter into that only by an act of faith. The daily 
life of the believer should be a walk in the Spirit, 
and this certainly demands a willingness to go where 
He would go. There can be no “life” problems until 
the “life” is received. If we perfectly met these con- 
ditions at salvation, the Father would never need to 
chasten us as sons, nor would any development in 
the Christian life be mentioned. Certainly the Spirit 
would not dwell so constantly as he does in the 


- Word on the possible quality of our daily life. 


Let us remember, in confirmation of the truths Mr. 
Chafer has so clearly brought out, that to the un- 
saved the simple Gospel message is: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life” (John 3:16), “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into life” (John 5:24)* “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:30, 31). It is only with 
the saved believer, the soul who has believed and is 


saved, that the Holy Spirit pleads, “I beseech you. 


therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [by which 
you have been saved], to present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service” (Rom. 12:1), 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Mark 7 : 1-37) 
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How Demons Were Cast Out at Kuang Chow 





During the Korean revival as a blind man prayed 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 
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T WAS at the feast of tabernacles that our Lord 

gave a promise for overflow. That feast com- 

memorated the overflow of God’s goodness to 
Israel during the wilderness journey. Now the Ful- 
filment of all type and symbol stood amid the crowd 
on the last day, the great day of the feast. That 
Rock which followed them, even the Lord Jesus 
Christ, now stood and cried, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the Scripture hath said, from within him shall 
flow rivers of living water.” Our Saviour means 
overflow through every saved and sanctified channel, 
It is his promise, which can be relied upon, up to the 
full one hundred percent, at any time in any land. 

He knew the world’s need was divine overflow. 
The Nile’s overflow is Egypt’s salvation; Egypt 
would starve if the Nile kept within its banks. If 
the church of Jesus fails to overflow, earth’s millions 
will perish. The Master planned that every believer, 
through the Holy Spirit, should overflow. No one 
without eternal loss can shirk this privilege. Have 
we the proof of overflow? It is said that thirty rivers 
take their rise in the vicinity of Damascus, and yet 
not one of them reaches the ocean; they are all lost 
in the desert sands. How like this are many churches 
and many Christians! At the start, flowing so full 
of promise, then swallowed up in the world. 


When Prayer Overflowed 


Let no one say, “The time is not yet.” Before 
Pentecost they could say it, but not since. Since 
Pentecost the promise is an eternal present. The 
hindrances are all on man’s side. 

If we joyfully accept this promise in all its fulness 
the following proofs of overflow will follow: 

There will be an overflow of prayer. This was the 
outstanding proof of Spirit-filled men at Pentecost, 
and has been ever since. 

Wesley and his Spirit-filled associates devoted the 
hours from four to five o’clock in the. morning, and 
from five to six in the evening to prayer, and multi- 
tudes were drawn unto the exalted Son of God. 

Pastor Harms began to pray in the Spirit at Her- 
mannsburg in 1848, and inside of thirty years that 
little community sent out three hundred and fifty 
missionaries to the foreign field, and Hermannsburg 
itself became as a watered garden. 

During the revival of 1857 in America no building 
could be found large enough to hold all those who 
were pressed by the Spirit to pray, and 50,000 a week 
were pouring into the Kingdom of God. 

It was the most natural thing in the world for the 
revived people of North Ireland in 1859 to pray. 
One day that year 4,000 at a market, moved by the 
Holy Spirit, turned aside to pray. In London, during 
the revival of 1859, the Y. M. C. A.’s were crowded 
with young men. At times, so many were convicted 
of sin that they were down on their knees in tears all 
over the building, and soul harvests were reaped. 

Toward the close of 1904, Wales became one great 
prayer-meeting, and overflowed in prayer to the ends 
ofthe earth; and signs followed in South America, in 
Africa, in India, in Korea, in Japan, and in China. 
Mightily mo -d by the Spirit, prayer flowed from the 
Khassia Hills, and from Sialkot, and from other cen- 
ters all over India. 

During 1906-7, in Korea and China, many were 
praying in the Spirit for the flood-tide of salvation 
to flow in, and, in February, 1908, at Lias Yang, 
Manchuria, the power of God was evident in strch 
mighty measure as I had never seen it before. We 
found that three or four thousand Christians at 
Peng Yang had been praying for us. 

Afterwards, when I went to Mukden, there were 
even mightier. proofs of God’s amazing power. The 
secret lay in the fact that there were thousands of 
Koreans over across the Yalu who were praying for 
us in the Holy Spirit. On the sixth day, at Mukden, 
I heard from six to eight hundred revived Man- 
churians weeping and praying with one accord for 
the many who had backslidden. It was as a mother 
pleading for her prodigal son to return. In a few 
weeks literally hundreds of backsliders were received 
back into the church. That resistless overflow of 
prayer was seen at Changetefu in Honan, when the 
revival was at its height during November of 1908. 
Anything seemed possible in prayer at that time. 

The most wonderful proof of intercessory prayer I 
know of is that of the Kuang Chow station in South 
Honan. Mr. Argento, of the China Inland Mission, 
began work there about twenty-five years ago. In 
1900 the Boxers seized him, poured kerosene over him 
and set him on fire. He was rescued by the Chris- 
tians, but not before his eyes were ruined. Since 
then he has lived in Europe; but it is said he only 
lives to pray for Kuang Chow. 





The Assouan dam conserves the waters of 
the Nile so that they may be pent up during the 
rainy season, and allowed to overflow into thirsty 
Egypt during-the dry season. Christians are the 
channels through which the Spirit flows. Only 
as they keep the faith-gate of their hearts open 
toward God and the love-gates open toward their 
fellow-men can the Spirit overflow. As Dr. Goforth 
so finely says, the world’s need is divine overflow. 
Is not this vivid picture of the overflow in Korea, 
which is the substance of one of Dr. Goforth’s ad- 
dresses at the Victorious Life Conference at Prince- 
ton, N. J., last July, a call to us to examine ourselves 
and see whether or not we are clear channels ? 








For years no resident missionary lived there. Dur- 
ing the last four or five years Mr. and Mrs. Mason 
have been in charge. hen I visited the place in 
December, 1915, they were just putting the last 
tiles on a church, which when completed would hold 
1,400. The money was almost all subscribed by the 
Chinese Christians. There were twenty-one outsta- 
tions, and about 2,000 believers. 

When Mr. Wen, the leading elder, was introduced, 
I asked him his honorable age. “Just eighteen years 
of age,” he replied, It was plain he was a man of 
sixty. With a twinkle in his eyes he said, “Yes, I am 
only eighteen. Before that I was dead in sin. I was 
so low down with opium and drink that when a friend 
met me on the street one day he said, ‘If you don’t 
go over there to that Jesus hall and have that mission- 
ary pray for you, you will soon die off.’ I took the 
hint and went that day; and the missionary prayed 
for me, and opium and drink dropped out of my life. 
That was eighteen years ago.” 

Next day, Sunday, I commenced meetings in that 
church. The galleries were not in, but fully a thousand 
were packed into the body of that church, and 
hundreds of others were listening outside the doors 
and windows. Again and again, during the nine days 
of the meetings, the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit broke down hundreds, As many as six or 
eight hundred would come to a daylight prayer- 
meeting. During those days 144 persons were bap- 
tized, ‘and more than one hundred others whose time 
was up for’ baptism were put off, because there was 
no time to exatnine them. The chief banker and his 
head clerk, with some of the chief business men of 
the city, came and asked for baptism, saying, “We 
have been baptized by the Holy Spirit these days, and 
believe we ought to receive water baptism.” Many 
heathen who attended the meetings said in awe, “The 


. living God is among you.” 


Demons in the Synagogue Again 

Demons, too, were in evidence. When the Holy 
Spirit was moving the people mightily, two demon- 
possessed persons would blaspheme and cry in fiend- 
ish fashion. Once when one of them, an evangelist’s 
wife, was acting thus a Bible woman pulled her down. 
In a rage she spat all over the Bible woman. When 
Mrs, Mason wiped the spittle off, the demon-possessed 
woman wept with her head on Mrs. Mason’s shoulder. 
On the last day, the demon-possessed man was 
brought to the guest room to be prayed for. I, being 
tired out, took no part except to look on. 

Mr. Mason prayed first, and then Elder Wen. I 
noticed when either of thera used the name “Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth,” the man became awfully agi- 
tated. The third who prayed was Mr.. Changan, 
evangelist, Putting his hand on the man’s head, he 
said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, foul 
fiend, I command you to come out of him.” With 
that the demon-possessed man, uttering fiendish cries, 
flung himself on the floor. With the long-skirted 
Chinese standing close around I could not see, but the 
sound was as though he wallowed, foaming. Then 
he vomited. At least it sounded like it; something 
seemed to have gone out of him. He was raised up 
on to a chair, limp and pale and trembling. I looked 
carefully on the ground, but there was no sign of 
vomit. Later on, the evangelist’s wife was prayed 
for, and her demon was cast out. Both have since 
been serving the Lord in their right mind. 

I heard a year later that the twenty-one outstations 
of that mission had increased to thirty-one. The 
gallery is in now, and at the Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention fourteen hundred were packed into the 
church; and as many as eight hundred were out each 
.morning at the daylight prayer-meeting. The key 
to such splendid results is just this: one disabled mis- 
sionary in Europe praying in the Holy Ghost for 
Kuang Chow. At the judgment seat of Christ many 
will be startled over the way they have sinned against 
God, by restraining prayer. 





In oy own case I got to praying for China, and 
would have been a hopeless hypocrite if I had not 
gone to China. It is a dangerous thing to get pray- 
ing for | heathen land. You will either have to go 
or send. But it is more dangerous still not to over- 
flow in prayer for lands for which the Saviour died. 

Another proof will be our overflow of love. At 
Pentecost the love of God was so shed abroad in the 
hearts of believers that they could not but proclaim 
the matchless graces of their King. The Holy Spirit 
in them did not glorify himself but so testified to 
the Lord Jesus Christ that He became all glorious. 
They did not keep still. They could not. 

A Lushai schoolboy became filled with divine love 
through hearing of the Khassia revival. He went 
home, and within a week led forty of his family and 
clan to God. In 1907 a turnkey in one of the great 
Japanese prisons was converted, and in a month he 
was the means of turning forty other turnkeys to 
trust in the Lord Jesus. God has planned that we 
overflow in love so that the unsaved may know it. 
Rivers of living water flowing: through a sin-cursed 
earth is what our Saviour means by the promise of 
the Holy Spirit. It is sin to clog the channel. 

The overflow of sacrifice is assured in any Spirit- 
filled believer. The spirit of Jesus is the spirit of 
sacrifice. All true sacrifice is the free outflow of his 
life. If you want to know what sacrifice is read of 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 11. Whenever inclined to lazi- 
ness I just read that chapter. It shames me. If any 
one imagines he has suffered much in the service of 
his Saviour, let him read that chapter. 

We saw this spirit in China. In 1902 we recorded 
a man named Hu Chwang. We called him Shake- 
speare, because before conversion he had written over 
one hundred plays for Chinese theaters. To direct 
his training I kept him with me for a year. In a few 
years Hu became mighty in the Word. He became a 
marvelous preacher, and was called the Spurgeon of 
China. At his own charges he went around his 
county preaching Jesus. I asked Mr. Hu to come 
and help us at Changtefu with the several thousand 
students who were coming up for examinations. I 
found that he had pawned his overcoat though it 
was bitterly cold, so that he could get the money 
needed for his traveling expenses: Mr.. Hu died 
with cancer early in 1916, but he left a -self-sup- 
porting congregation in his district, with its pastor 
and assistant pastor, and a self-supporting boys’ 
school and girls’ school, 

At the city of Huang Hsien, Shantung province, in 
December of 1910, some of the Chinese leaders with 
Dr. Ayers came some distance out of the city to 
meet me. After greetings had been exchanged, one 
of the Chinese evangelists asked if I believed the 
Holy Spirit would visit them in great power as he had 
done in Manchuria and elsewhere: I replied that 
that did not depend upon the Holy Spirit, but on 
themselves. That if they truly valued the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and had got rid of every offensive thing, 
there was no reason why they might not be filled 
with all the fulness of God. Two days later I heard 
that evangelist weeping in prayer, saying, “O Lord, 
the Doctor has turned twenty-seven men and women 
over to me that I might get them ready for baptism, 
but you know I am only an empty vessel; unless I 
am filled with the Spirit of God I can do nothing.” 
At oreakfast on the sixth day Dr. Ayers told me that 
after midnight the previous night that same evan- 
gelist, with one of the medical assistants, had wakened 
him saying, “Dr. Ayers, we can’t sleep. Mr. Goforth 
has been here for five days, and we are not revived. 
Won’t you join us in prayer?” 

When the spirit of prayer is upon men so that 
they can’t sleep, God’s time to favor Zion is at hand. 


When They Ignored the Benediction 


On that sixth day, after the afternoon address, as 
usual I left the meeting open for prayer. Sometimes 
one or two or three were praying. This continued for 
about fifteen minutes, Then for many minutes there 
was an absolute hush. To me God seemed to fill the 
building. I was humbled to the utmost, and ready to 
fall at his feet. My only thought was, “Of ten mil- 
lion parts of glory I claim none. Pour floods upon 
the parched ground.” The stillness was broken by 
the evangelist who was so eager for blessing. His 
first sentence was a burst of praise, “God is here!” 
Instantly, others: all over the assembly voiced the 
same thought. Some were praising God in prayer or 
song, but the majority were confessing to God, and 
seeking forgiveness. In the seeming disorder there 
was absolute order, for no one seemed hindered by 
his neighbor, I allowed it to go on for about an hour, 
then, fearing they would become exhausted, I closed 
the service by pronouncing the benediction with a 
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loud voice; but the people paid no heed to me, and 
went on for an hour and a half longer. 

It was during that time that intercessory prayer 
rose to such a height of intensity as I have never 
known before or since. Even little schoolboys of 
eight and ten with tears streaming, and trembling in 
every limb, would pray for their unsaved friends at 
home. It came out that there was an infidel club 
among the high school boys. The missionaries did 
not know of it. The boys had got books on Darwin- 
ism, etc., and had concluded that there was no God. 
But now the living God was supreme. Boy after boy 
would fall down on his knees, with face on the 
ground, confess his sin and plead for mercy, The 
ringleader, one of the largest boys, passed through a 
time of judgment. He was agonized to the utmost, 
and cried out, “O Lord Jesus! make a whip and put 
lots of knots into it, and whip this devil of unbelief 
out of me. I now believe there is one living and true 
God.” There was not one unsaved one left in that 
audience, all were saved. 

Though it was in December, and no fire in the 
church, those revived men, women, and children were 
back in the church at three o’clock next morning, 
singing praise unto God and praying until sunrise. 
Their faces fairly shone. They se seen a vision. 
This early meeting was their idea, not mine. 

have again and again seen all in an audience con- 
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victed and saved; but it was only after the followers 
of the Lord had got right with one another and with 

od, The three thousand never would have been 
saved that day at Pentecost unless the one hundred 
and twenty had first got right with God and man 
and had been Spirit-filled. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is hindered in the house of his friends. Judgment 
must first commence in the house of God. It is a sin, 
equivalent to murder, to hinder the salvation of souls 
by our non-victorious lives. It defrauds the Son 
of God, for it keeps him from seeing of the travail 
of his soul, even unto Divine satisfaction. 

In the terrible war now being waged the Allied 
commanders are under the strongest obligation to 
make use of all the resources of the lands they rep- 
resent. If any disaster came to the Allied cause as 
a consequence of their failure to do so, it would be 
justly blamed on them. In the promise, “He that be- 
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
inmost being shall flow rivers of-living water,” all 
the resources of heaven are pledged to us for the war 
against Satan. Who among us with any spiritual dis- 
cernment can claim that we have hitherto made use 
to the utmost of all Divine resources? In conse- 
ome great has been the disaster to many souls. 

ave we no guilt? May the King of kings open 
our eyes to our need of 
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is promised power! 





When a heart-broken mother argued with Jesus 
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was to give way before them, as befitted one of 

a despised and outcast race; but as they drew 
nearer and she saw them more closely, all the rank- 
ling bitterness of the past surged up within her. 
What right had this man to be rich, with servants 
and camels, while she was poor and friendless? Why 
should he look down upon her more than she upon 
him? Why, and there the shaft struck deepest, why 
should he sit serene and satisfied, with his child’s 
head pillowed upon the hollow of his arm, while her 
child stood at her side, sound of body indeed, but 
with a face almost brutish, with eyes that for three 
years had looked into her mother’s face without a 
sign of recognition, with lips that for three years 
had spoken not one word of tenderness, not one 
sentence of understanding? 

She looked him full in the face and did not leave 
the well curb. Instead, with a deliberation that was 
almost insolent, she drew her pitcher of water, held 
it to the child’s lips while she drank, and pulled it 
away ere the child could snatch it and dash it against 
the rocks. One must always be on .guard against 
such sudden, impish impulses. Then she slaked her 
own thirst and, wondering why no blow had fallen 
upon her, turned toward those whom she had delayed. 

At her first glance she had seen that the man, who 
was plainly the leader of the party, was one of that 
race which for generations had looked with contempt 
on her own; now a closer scrutiny revealed the fact 
that he held among them some religious office, the 
exact nature of which she did not know. From such 
a man she would have looked for utter disdain, but 
he seemed not to be angry, not even impatient, though 
the camels fretted to reach the water and the faces 
of the servants showed clearly that they saw and re- 
sented her rudeness. The man was sitting erect upon 
his camel and smiling, not at her, but at Lela, her 
child, and it was a smile of tenderness. His own 
child too was leaning from the back of the camel and 
beckoning, 

“My little girl wants to know if she may play with 
yours, while the animals drink,” he said. 


HE did not answer. Instead she stared at him, 

stupidly an onlooker would have declared, but it 
was not stupidity, it was only bewilderment and doubt 
whether she had heard him aright. Such a question, 
from such a man—! And meanwhile the camel 
knelt, the stranger child slipped from its back and, 
running to Lela, held out her hand, 

“Be careful, be careful,” the mother stammered. 
“It may— Why—” and she turned wonderingly. to 
the man. “Children are always afraid of—” : 

“My little girl does not fear,” he answered, “and 
you need not fear for either of them. How long has 
your child been sick?” 

The mother did not answer. She was watching the 
two children as one might watch two pet animals, 
one of which might any moment spring without 
warning upon the other and devour it; but Lela did 
not strike, or cry out, or run away, A moment she 
hesitated; then to the mother’s incredulous amaze- 
ment she took the proffered hand and the two chil- 
dren crossed the road into the field where in thick 
clusters the flowers were growing. 

“How long has she been sick?” the woman repeated 
the question. “She is not sick—it is the demon.” 


He«« first thought ‘at the sight of their approach 


“How came she so?” the man asked. 

Lost in the wonder of Lela’s sudden serenity and 
gentleness, the woman had ceased.to wonder that 
the man spoke with her. He was some sort of 
eccentric doubtless, but a kindly one, and for the 
moment her bitterness was forgotten. Yet she could 
not share his foolish confidence: he did not know 
Lela and so, while she told again the story that had 
been the tragedy of her life; told it in‘ the: routine 
words that made it almost mechanical, her eyes never 
left the children. 

“She had a fever, three years ago. For nine days 
her hands and face were like the rocks in summer, 
when the hot sun shines on them; and ‘she did not 
know me, I did all that the priest said, all that the 
wise woman told me, and I said, surely the fever 
will pass and when it is passed she will know me. 
But it passed and she ate, and slept, and walked about 
once more, but she does not know me—the demon 
had come.” 

The man did not speak, but she felt the sympathy 
in his silence and it moved her to go on. 


‘SCYOMETIMES she strikes me. Sometimes she 

curses and I say, ‘Why should it grieve you? 
That is not your child, How should she know such 
words? It is the demon.’ But I look and they are 
her arms, that used to go about my neck; her hands, 
that used to stroke my cheeks; her lips, that used to 
call me—‘Mother.’ Where is she? Where has the 
demon put her? Put her? That he might come and 
dwell in her little body?” 

The woman’s eyes, as she turned them an instant 
from the children to the face of her listener, burned 
with a fiery resentfulness. When the man spoke it 
was in a tone wondrously tender, 

“There is One who can heal her,” he said. 

The flame of the womah’s face fell into sudden 
ashes and her laugh was almost a sneer. 

“So they have told me—a thousand times,” she an- 
swered. 

“T have tested his power.” 

The man seemed wholly unmoved by her indiffer- 
ence, yet there was nothing contentious or even as- 
sertive in his tone. The eyes of the woman were 
still upon the children. They were seated now, and 
Lela was watching with rapt attention while from 
the flowers the stranger child wove a fragrant, glit- 
tering chain. 

“You can tell me nothing,” she spoke more to her- 
self than to him, and in the tone of one refusing to 
hear again a story so familiar that it has become a 
weariness. “I have-done all they told me, the priests, 
the sages, the wizards, I gave her into their hands 
and let them do their will, until at last I could en- 
dure it no longer. ‘No,’ I said. ‘The things you do 
to her—they may drive out the demon, but it is her 
back that is cut by your thongs, her fingers you prick 
to make him quit her, and you shall touch her flesh 
no more. Does not he torture it enough?’ Nor is 
that all: I have talked with demons, I, in my flesh, 
face to face, under the earth, in the dark, hideous 
places of old and evil shrines. I told them, ‘Do with 
my soul what you will, only bring her back to me, as 
she was.’ You think a mother’s love would not dare 
so much? But it all came to nothing. All I have I 
have given: I who was rich and am now a beggar.” 

She flung out the word almost with pride. 
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“All—it was all in vain. And I know now, at last, 
that all I might do would be in vain. Some time, per- 
haps, the demon will weary of her and go away, but 
he will not be driven, not be exorcised, not be enticed ; 
and they who say they can command him, they are 
all liars and cheats, sucking the blood out of torn 
human hearts. ‘But J know one who can heal her,’ 
and ‘J have tested his power,’ so they have told me 
for many moons and so they tell me still and I laugh.” 

The camels had drunk their fill, the servants stood 
waiting, but the man seemed in no haste to go. One 
would have said his thought was wholly centered upon 
the women and the hope of bringing to her some 
trust in the help that she disdained. 

“You see the children,” he said. “Your child—is 
she often so?” 

The woman studied them a moment in silence. 
The stranger child had put the woven chain about 
Lela’s neck and was now weaving a chaplet for her 
tangled hair, while Lela looked on with such an ex- 
pression as one sees sometimes in the eyes of a 
wondering, adoring dog. 

“No,” the mother confessed, “not often, sometimes, 
but seldom for long. I do not understand it.” 

“I do not know,” the man said, “but I think, for I 
have watched my child often, I think that it is because 
Milcah knows no fear, and I think she knows.no fear 
because of what He did for her, He of whom I would 
tell you.” 

He spoke earnestly, but in the woman’s face his 
words kindled no interest. 

“Your child was never like mine,” she answered, 
with finality. “The demon may leave her, yes, but 
fot such things there is no cure; no more cure than 
there is cure for death.” 

“And if there be a cure for death?” he suggested. 

This time she did not laugh, Perhaps it was be- 
cause of the simplicity with which he offered his in- 
sane hope; and, encouraged by her silence, he in turn 
told her the great story of his life, how his child had 
died, “and she was dead,” he insisted; and of how, 
in a despair more poignant than her own, he had yet 
clung to the One who had refused to acknowledge 
defeat even in the face of death. 


6 AND he called her back,” he ended, “to be as now 
4X you see her.” 

The light in his‘own face was not reflected in that 
of his listener; perhaps she had been too often dis- 
appointed, perhaps in watching the children she had 
ceased to hear what he said. The man sighed and 
turned toward the servants, impatient to be off, for 

ere was much ground to cover ere nightfall. 
».““Milcah,” he called, and leading: Lela by the hand, 
his child. came back to him and kissed her playmate 
of a. half hour. He lifted her to the camel’s back; 
then, ere he mounted, he turned again to the woman. 

“The grace of the Son of Man find you out and 
comfort..you,” he .said, solemnly, “and, should you 
seek, him. (where he is now I myself know not) go 
into.,.Galilee—there they will tell you; and be not 
discouraged, ‘for,’” and he repeated a saying of the 
‘Teacher’s that he had heard quoted, “‘for every one 
that seeketh findeth.’” 

The woman did not answer. It had been like noth» 
ing else in her dark, troubled life, this intimate talk 
with a man whom she would have expected rather 
to spit upon her than to speak kindly to her; and 
then his incredible story— She had heard other in- 
credible stories, but this one— 

She stood lost in thought and almost motionless 
till the camels disappeared down the valley; then she 
felt Lela’s arms about her, the garlanded head was 
on her shoulder, the child’s eyes, the eyes of her-own 
child, not of the demon, looked up at her as out of a 
deep prison, and the lips, softened for a moment into 
a smile, breathed the one word, “Mother.” 

Trembling and appalled she stood, at the reawaken- 
ing of a hope she had thought dead forever; but the 
smile faded, the child’s eyes clouded as with a de- 
scending veil, and the little fingers began idly to pluck 
the flowery garlands in pieces. 


HERE were strange names enough given to wan- 

dering teachers, and healers, and priests, and 
fakirs, she herself could recall a score or more, but 
no one in the village had ever heard of the Son of 
Man. Galilee, her directions had said and, on the 
morrow, she and the child turned southward into the 
land of those to whom they were as dogs. Yet what 
matter? Shall not a mother’s love dare so much? 

It were too. long to tell of all their wanderings, or 
of all the sorrows and disappointments; but the hope 
did not die and, stranger: still, amid the privation and 
weariness, the contempt and harshness, the mother’s 
bitterness did not increase, rather it seemed to sicken 
and wither away in the atmosphere of a new land of 
the spirit, the borders of which her féeét were touch- 
ing. For she met those who, like the man at the 
well curb, had known the Sonsof Man and always 
there was a kinship, in which they seemed to forget 
something at least of class and race distinctions; and, 
to replace it, there was a glow of friendliness that 
made her wonder what He was like, from whom 
they all seemed to have caught it. 

“No,” one had answered, “I know not where he is 
now, but—I was a leper. He cleansed me. Enter in, 
you and the child.” 


———————————— 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Mark 7 : 1-37) 


And that night they were warmed, and fed, and 
sheltered. 

“Yes,” and the speaker was—of all men—a soldier, 
a Roman soldier. “Yes, he passed here yesterday. 
I heard him talk, here in the marketplace and he 
went— Come, I will show you.” 

He tramped a half mile out of his way to direct 
them. 

So it was many times; and slowly the woman grew 
to feel that unjust and cruel as was the world she 
knew, yet there was now in it a spreading contagion 
of kindness, a little seed destined to grow. 

From village to village she traced him, losing the 
trail sometimes and finding it again, but learning 
ever more and more about him. She saw the places 
where he had preached, the homes in which he had 
rested, she heard his sayings repeated, the stories he 
had told,—they were retold for her and, most of all, 
she lived upon the tales of his healings. 

“He did not even speak to me,” one woman told 
her, “nor did I touch him. I touched only the hem 
of his garment, and, lo! I was healed.” 

And that day, over rough roads, the mother walked 
unwearied for twenty miles, and some of the way 
carried the child on her back, 

She had traced him through Galilee, through 
Samaria, down into Judea itself, but one cannot go 
fast when the bread that is to give strength for the 
journey must be begged from door to door. There 
were inevitable blunders, too, that cost many weary 
miles and, though she know it not, he whom she 
foilowed sought often to escape the merely curious, 
besetting throngs, that 1: might give himself more 
fully to the intensive work with his chosen ones, and 
therefore his trail was harder to follow. At length 
her way turned once more northward and, wonder- 
ing, she retraced her steps—always he was only a 
little way ahead—until she was amid familiar scenes 
once more; and one night, footsore and weary but 
not discouraged, she and the child entered again their 
own village and fell asleep in the one room of the 
little hovel they had called home. 

It was broad day when she wakened, and slie first 
thought that the sound without was the trampling of 
soldiers’ feet, but as she listened she knew it was 
not the measured tread of the legionaries and, won- 
dering, she hurried out into the street, thronged with 
villagers and with a host of strangers beside. 

“What is it?” she demanded, catching the sleeve of 
an acquaintance. 

“I know not,” answered the other. “Some one,” 
= called back. “Some one they call the Son of 

an.” ; 
The mother would have fallen but that the crowd 


flung her against the wall and she clung there. - 


Through the narrow doorway she saw the child, sit- 
ting upon the dirt floor, in the corner of the ‘one 
room, her fingers moving ceaselessly, aimlessly, her 
lips muttering low, meaningless words. Swiftly the 
mother closed the door and drew before it a heavy, 
earthen jar filled with stones. So was she wont to 
leave the child imprisoned when it was needful, and 
with one last, backward look to make sure that all 
was secure, she hurried after the crowd. 

Once she caught sight of him, or of one she 
thought was he, and she called loudly to him. He 
did not hear her; or if he heard, he did not heed her. 
Those about her bade her to be silent, and the little 
group about him hurried him on as if to escape her 
clamor. Then she lost him: a great house had *$wal- 
lowed him up. 

Even so she persisted, She found at length one of 
the servants whom she knew, and the maid gave her 
at last a grudging entrance, and straightway repented 
of it, when she beheld the half frantic woman break 
through the circle of friends and acquaintances to 
fling herself sobbing at the feet of the guest. 

Amazement held the others silent, amazement first 
that she should speak and then that he should listen, 
for he did listen, and with such a look as she re- 
membered always. 

“It is not meet,” he said, slowly, “to take the chil- 
dren’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” 

It is the sudden shock of overwhelming crises that 
tests the strength of the soul. She had come to the 
end of her journey, she had sought, she had found,— 
the gift she had asked was denied her, but there was 
no flaming up of the resentment that once had con- 
sumed her days, nor was there any yielding to the 
black wave of despair that threatened her final hope. 
Silent she stood, unwavering, only her eyes had in 
them a look of slow, uncertain comprehension, as of 
one coming back to consciousness from the shock 
of a sudden, unlooked for biow. 


Then—so often it is a trivial thing that in a mo- 
ment of supreme emotion focuses our ‘first attention 
—then she saw emerge from beneath the hangings of 
the low table two furry paws and a pink nose, and 
looking up, with a smile that trembled about the 
corners of heroic lips, she answered: 

“Truth, Lord, but the dogs—see, the little dogs 
eat of the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 


And he who tells the story’s sequel writes: “And 
her daughter was healed from that hour.” 
Duwnoes, ILL. 
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Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








Acncune mered tough erage alin Bes 
given as orty years . 
Each of the sixty-six books of Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. Tis loses tanshio bev. Gaah euilites and ditatons. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you" (Josh. | : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful : 


At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bottom—analytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 





1 Kings 
“God save the king!” The splendid reign of Solomon. 


He stands out most prominently here. But it was 
splendor without surrender. And as with Saul, Soi- 
omon’s life had its dismal anti-climax. 


It was the flesh prevailing over the Spirit, and it 
sloped to the dust. Thus always with incomplete de- 
votion. 

Key-text: “His heart was not perfect with the 
Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father” 
(11: 4). 

Outline: 1. Prosperity (chaps. 1-10). 2. Decline 
(chaps, 11-22). 

Yet. Solomon was a magnificent king, his throne the 
noblest the-world had ever seen, his life fraught with 
marvelous significance. 

There are, in fact, two men here, as in all of us, 


1. The Great and Good Solomon. 
Observe his splendid endowments : 

His name meant peace, telling of rest and re- 
pose after David’s disquieted reign. 

His rearing was under the pious and prudent 
Nathan, who gave him the endearing title, Jedi- 
diah, God’s darling (2 Sam. 12: 25). 

His investiture was clear and pronounced. All 
the city sang with the glad cry, “Solomon sitteth 
on the throne of the kingdom!” (1: 46.) 

His charge from his father David was radiantly 
full of promise and blessing, 

” His ‘choice of wisdom from on high was of 
divine inspiration and reassuring to all (chap. 3). 

His cabinet of helpers . as sagaciously selected 
and such as no king of Israel ever had before or 
after (chap. 4). 

The temple that he builded was a thing of 
beauty and seemed destined to be a joy forever, 
its dedication the noblest service of praise and 
prayer ever lifted to God (chaps. 6 to 8). 

The vision of God, given him at the outset of 
his career, was the most gracious epiphany of 
the divine presence-and po. er ever given to man 
since Jehovah spake to Moses on the mount 
(chap, 9). 

The kingdom he established realized at last 
after more than four hundred years the broad 
and generous dimensions outlined to Joshua at 
the crossing of Jordan (Josh. 1: 4; 1 Kings 4: 21). 

The wealth and majesty of his royal house 
fairly took away the breath of the queen of 
Sheba. “There was no more spirit [Hebrew, 
breath] in her” (10:5). 

His marvelous beauty of person is hinted in 
Psalm 45. 

His ardent affection is seen in the Songs of 
Solomon. He was a gr t and glorious king. 
But note now the gloomy marks of his decline. 


2. The Weak and Erring Solomon. 


Unlike his father David, his hand was cruel 
= — toward his brother Adonijah 
2:25). 

Too much like Saul, his heart was lifted up in 
pride, forgetting the robu simplicity of his 
forbears (10: 18-29). 

Finally, led astray by his heathen wives, his 
life and conduct practically relapsed into idol- 
atry, copying after the nations about him 
(chap 11). (“Be not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers.” ) 


Indeed, it is to be doubted whether Solomon’s wis- 
dom as he displayed it, was anything like spiritual 
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wisdom. The book of Ecclesiastes, with its prevalent 
note of dismay if not despair, is a virtual confession 
of it. He had not the meek and lowly heart at peace 
with God, at least till in’ the end he renounced all. 
He is an yg Ae conspicuous example of that man 


described in Matthew 12: 43-45—a house swept and 
garnished, but unoccupied of God, into which, as if 
invited by its moral emptiness, seven other spirits, 
evil and: debasing, entered and—the last state of that 
man is worse than the first! Privileges unused are 
privileges abused. A heart untenanted and unoccu- 
pied of God is “a house to let” to all the world and ~ 
the evil spir'ts thereof. 


Marginal Notes 

Study the sweep and solace of Solomon’s wonder- 
ful prayer (chap. 8). 

John Peddie said, “I look out on my congregation 


as a company of needy souls: and then I just take ~ 
their wants all up to Gol.” 


The queen of Sheba is the world looking on. Does 
she see anything to marvel at in the superior gifts 
and graces of God’s crowned ones to-day? 

“While sin is yet tempting us it is loved: when 
done it is loathed.”—Maclaren. 

“Pleasure won by sin is peace lost.”—Maclaren. 

The kings of Israel took their cue from mixed 
judges rather than from straight Joshua. 

“By every wilful sin we commit we give room to 
the devil.”—Charles Kingsley. 

“Ask it, will it: and thou shalt be pure.”—Farrar. 

Elijah the prophet was the power behind the 
throne in this period,—the true king of Israel. 
Marked Texts 


“Ask what I shall give thee” (3:5). The high 
privilege of youth. Fach one’s life tells what he has 
asked. 

“And upon the tops of the pillars was lily work” 
(7:22). Strength and beauty, twin graces of the 
Christian life. 

“The thing of a day in his day” (8:59, margin). 
A motto for the faithful. 

“My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s 
loins” (12:10), Splendid rhetoric—ruinous practise. 

“Make me thereof a little cake first” (17:13). The 
priority of God’s portion. 

“As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, 
that will I speak.” 

A loyal pulpit’s Declaration of Independence, “The 
battle cry of the Reformers.” 

OBERLIN, OHIO. 





Out of Bondage Into Liberty 
Continued from page 166 





time; that is “abiding in Christ.” The struggle of 
the seventh of Romans is a struggle under the law, it 
is human effort mixed with grace, It is not given as 
the normal Christian experience, but a parenthesis be- 
tween two passages of glorious liberty, placed there 
to show what bearing the keeping of the law has 
upon the Christian’s experience. The normal Chris- 
tian experience is freedom from the dominion of sin. 
“Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under law but under grace.” The secret of vic- 
tory, therefore, is to keep under grace, which is walk- 
ing in the Spirit. How is this to be done? All 
Christians who have real assurance of salvation see 
clearly that we are saved’by grace. Law has con- 
demned them. Law says “Do,” and we cannot do. 
Grace says, “Jesus Christ has done it for me.” “How 
much in the matter of my salvation has he done?” 
“All of it?” “How much is there left for me to do?” 
Nothing. “Faith does nothing”; faith believes that 
Jesus has done it all. Now this is exactly the case with 
Christian living, and the keeping of the law of God. 
Whenever a Christian sins, sin is having dominion 
over him, and that means that he is living under law 
where he does not belong, and needs to get under 
grace. Here, just as in salvation from the penalty 
of sin, grace means that Jesus Christ is doing it all. 
What is left for me then in the matter of winning 
victory over sin? Nothing. Faith believes that Jesus 
is doing it all, That is grace, and nothing else is. 
For if my effort enters, it is not of grace, but partly 
by the work of the law. That is making void the 
grace of God, “for if righteousness is through the 
law, then Christ died for nought” (Gal. 2: 21). 
Christian liberty is changing the bondslavery of 
sin for the bondslavery of Christ; it is freedom from 
the law in order that the law may be kept in us by 
Another; it is changing the law that “made nothing 
perfect” for “the perfect law, the law of liberty.” 
“So speak ye, and so do, as men that are to be 
judged by a law of liberty” (James 2: 12). 
This series on the Victorious Life by Robert C.McQuilin will in- 
clude another article on the question of what place ‘ obedience 
to the law "’ has in the life of Victory in Christ, which will give 


further light on just how a Christian is to get out from under 
law into the walking in the newness of the faith life. 
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LESSON 14. APRIL 7. JESUS SETS MEN FREE 


Golden Text.—If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.—John 8 : 36 


Mark 7 : 1-37 


> 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


WEALTHY Jew took his inherited money and 

went to the bad with it. He had about gone to 

the depths as a “dope fiend,” and was daily tak- 
ing an enormous amount of the drug. He “happened” 
to drop into a meeting of the Chicago Hebrew Mis- 
sion; and he kept coming back there, until big- 
hearted Mrs. Rounds, the superintendent, blocked his 
way one night as he attempted to slip away from the 
meeting, and led him to his Messiah Christ, the 
Saviour. Then she told him to let Christ deliver him 
absolutely from his body- and soul-destroying drug, 
and do it at once. He went to two of the best phy- 
sicians in Chicago and asked their advice. They asked 
him how much of the drug he was taking daily. 
When he told them, one said he must “taper off”; 
to stop it all at once would kill him. The other phy- 
sician gave the same advice; taper off, for to stop it 
all at once would cause him to lose his mind. Against 
their advice he went to “Jesus only,” and there he 
found a Way better than “tapering off.” He was de- 
livered, not gradually, but at once. The Son had set 
him free; and he was free indeed. 


Our Background Material 


Have each member of the class build up an outline 
of the life of Christ as covered by the lessons so 
far, in accordance with Mrs, Askew’s suggestions 
(i, 2). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

“Watch us, and you will see how you ought to live,” 
This is what the conspicuous religious leaders of 
God’s Chosen People were practically saying in 
Jesus’ day. Religiously they were the proudest people 
on earth. They had the oracles of God. None could 
tell them, but they could tell all men, what the 
righteous life was. And they came to Jesus to criti- 
cise and condemn his disciples because they were not 
living as these Jewish leaders were living. 

Imagine, then, their amazement when this young 
carpenter from Nazareth poured out upon them the 
vials of his unsparing condemnation! Here is the sort 
of thing he said to such Jews on another occasion: 
Ye seek to kill me. If God were your Father, ye 
would love me. Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father it is your will to do, Ye 
are not of God. If I should say, I know him not, I 
shall be like unto you, a liar (John 8: 37-55). There 
were only two alternatives facing these condemned 
Jews: either they must accept the condemnation and 
receive Jesus as their Master, Messiah, and God; or 
they must kill him. There was no third way. 

Notice the three sections into which this chapter 
divides, under the topic “Jesus Sets Men Free”: 

if ts from formalism without heart purity and 
ove. 
II. Free from demon-possession. 
III. Free from disease. 


These three forms of freedom are: 


I. Freedom from the sinful human nature. 
II. Freedom from Satan. 
III. Freedom from the works of Satan. 


I. The sinful human nature (Rom. 8: 6-8) of these 
Jewish leaders expressed itself in turning away from 
God and holding and teaching the precepts of men 
(vs. 4 8). How Jewish leaders had added to the 
Old Testament law is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 1). It actually enabled them to sin in the name 
of God! He also fully explains the Corban matter 
(I, 3); see also Mr, Rogers (3). Why the Phari- 
sees’ worship and ceremonial were full of hypocrisy 
is brought out by Dr. Grifhth Thomas (I, 2, 3, 4). 
A striking illustration of the importance of getting 
and obeying the “higher” commandment is given in 
the Round Table (1). A fearless word ‘against the 
bondage to “the commandments of men” in which the 
Christian church so largely lives to-day is spoken by 
Dr. Scofield in his lesson article. 

Use that actual object lesson of scrubbing the out- 
side of a bottle of ink, as described in Pucker’s Class 
(Mr. Rogers, 1, 2, 6, 7). 

Jesus can set men free from the inner, sinful 
nature; from the sin that is born in them and that 
defiles them both inwardly and in its outward ex- 
pression (Rom, 6: 2-6, 11, 14). 

II. Here are seven distinct peints: 

1. Jesus was in the borders of Gentile territory. 


Devotional : Psalm 72: 1-17. 
Addiicaal sen] for Teachers : Matt. 15 : 1-31; 2,Cor. 3: 17, 18; 
al. 5: 1-25. 
unior Topic: Jesus and the Deaf Man. 
aterial: Mark 7 : 31-37. 
Memory Verse: He hath done all things well; he maketh 
even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.—Mark 7 : 37. 


jor and Adult Topic : C ° 
Additional Material: See same for Teachers. 














The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 7 : 24-35] 


24 And from thence he arose, and went away into the 
borders of Tyre 1and Sidon. And he entered into a house, 
and would have no man know it; and he could not be hid. 
25 But straightway a woman, whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit, having heard of him, came and fell down at 
his feet. 26 Now the woman was a # Greek, a Syropheenician 
by race. And she besought him that he would cast forth 
the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said unto her, 
Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take 
the children’s * bread and cast it to the dogs. 28 But she 
answered and saith unto him, Yea, Lord; even the dogs 
under the table eat of the children’s crumbs. 29 And he said 
unto her, For this saying go thy way; the demon is gone 
out of thy daughter. 30 And she went away unto her house, 
and found the child laid upon the bed, and the demon 
gone out. 

31 And again he went out from the borders of Tyre, and 
came through Sidon unto the sea of Galilee, through the 
midst of the borders of Decapolis. 32 And they bring unto 
him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his 
speech; and they beseech him to lay his hand upon him. 
33 And he took him aside from the multitude privately, and 
put his fingers into his ears, and he spat, and touched his 
tongue; 34 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith 
unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 35 And his ears 
were opened, and the bond of his tongue was loosed, and he 
spake plain. 


1Some ancient authorities omit and Sidon. ? Or, Gen- 
tile * Or, loaf 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nélson & Sons 








2. He was not there to minister to the Gentiles ; 
that was not his mission, and he sought’ to avoid 
it (Matt. 15:24). 

3. He was sought out and besought by a des- 
perately needy Gentile woman. 

4. Jesus is faithful to his exclusive mission ; 
and in so being he makes a searching test of the 
woman’s faith. 

5. Her faith. and her woman-wit rise to the 
test. Notice that the woman accepted the posi- 
tion which Christ gave her, as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 6) brings out. God can do things 
for us when we do this for him. The quick wit 
of the woman’s retort is well shown by Mr. Ridg- 
way (1). How her attitude and words are a 
lesson in perseverance in prayer and faith is 
brought out by Mrs. Askew (2, 3). 

6. So Christ, who is God, responds to the faith, 
and—we may say it reverently—has to work the 
miracle. God loves to be compelled to deliver us. 
By his whole plan of redemption through Christ 
he has obligated himself to do this when our 
faith lets him do so. 

7. Jesus can work just as well at a distance as 
in personal presence, So the casting out of the 
demon is instantly accomplished. 


“Satan is an already defeated foe.” Satan and 
demons have no power before Christ. He casts out 
demons from the bodies of human beings to-day; and 
he sets us wholly free from the power of Satan if we 
but believe Him. 

Tell the class of the remarkable case of healing of 
demon-possession in China, described by Dr. Goforth 
in his article on page 167. 

Be sure to read in full the remarkable story by Mr. 
Hall, “The Little Pet Dog and the Crumbs,” on page 
168 in this issue. Get saturated with its atmosphere 
and setting. In some classes it may be well to use 
a considerable part of the session to tell the story. 


III. Disease, like death, is one of the works of 
Satan; and “to this end was the Son of God mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the works of the devil” 
(1 John 3:8). While consecrated Christian people 
differ as to the Bible’s teaching as to methods of 
healing, all agree that healing, even when human 
means are used, is primarily God’s work through the 
atoning mission of Jesus Christ. 

interesting facts for any class regarding modern 
work for the deaf and dumb are given by Mrs. 
Bryner, in her section “After the Story.” 

The Gospel, the Good News, of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is for the present as well as for the future; for 
our bodies as well as for our spirits, Healing is 
Christ’s work; and he rejoices to be trusted for this. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God offers us in Christ a freedom so complete that 
God himself cannot improve or add to it. That is 
the meaning of “free indeed” (Golden Text). Would 
we be free from the bondage and defilement of our 
very being and nature? Then we must have a new 
being and nature. That is exactly what Christ offers 
to us; by taking him as Saviour we are born again, 
“not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God” (John 1:13; 3:3-7). And 
this new life, this new nature, is God’s life and na- 
ture; it is Christ himself within us (Col. 1:27); this 
new life, God’s wonderful gift to us, is as free from 
the law and power of sin as is God himself: as we 
simply trust Christ for it in restful abiding, then “as 
he is, even so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). 
That is freedom (Rom. 8:2). Tell the story of the 
one who was afraid he would have to give up so much 
if he became a Christian (Illustration Round Table, 
2), and bring out the challenging truth that Mr. 
Howard gives, exposing the uncertain, counterfeit 
sort of “freedom” that some Christians seem to think 
Christ offers. 


Teaching Points 


The desperate need of that Syropheenician mother 
consisted of the fact that the one she loved most of 
all was suffering, and was in the bondage of Satan. 
She would go to any lengths for the deliverance of 
that loved one. Does not this give us a hint of the 
desperate need, as we may reverently say, of our 
heavenly Father when he saw those whom he loved 
(his created children who had tost their membership 
in his family through sin) suffering and in the bond- 
age of Satan? He would go to any length for their 
deliverance. And he did (John 3: 16). 

God is all power, and God is all love. Therefore 
when faith takes God’s all-power and all-love, deliv- 
erance is unavoidable and inescapable, 

“They bring unto him ... and. they beseech him” 
(v. 32). The deaf and dumb man was healed because 
he had friends. Am / such a friend to any one else? 
Am I exercising the blessed privilege of vicarious 
faith for my loved ones in need? Am I preventing 
God’s supernatural blessing in their lives because I 
am not believing for them, not “faithing” them into 
deliverance and victory? May God deliver us from 
the loss of unoffered faith. 

We do not have to help Christ to set us free. That 
is his work, not ours, He cannot set us free if we 
try to help him. Our help only hinders. That is why 
true faith “lets God do it all.” 

Four points regarding faith are brought out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 

How Christ loves to be believed (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 

If what goes into a man does not defile him, why is 
it not all right to smoke and drink? (See the an- 
swer that Bulldog Jones got to this question, Mr. 
Rogers, 4, 5). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Did the Jews whont Jesus was condemning hon- 
estly believe they were honoring God? 

Is a man defiled if he does not express, or let pro- 
ceed from him, the evil that is within his heart? 

Why would Jesus “have no man know it” when he 
entered into a house there? (v. 24.) 

How do we know that Je us’ first answer to the 
woman (v. 27) was not harsh or unloving? 

Would she and her daughter have lost the blessing 
if she had dropped the matter at Jesus’ first word? 

What is Christian liberty? (See the editorial on 
the first page of this issue.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty (Mark 8: 1 to 9: 1). 

Not one man in ten thousand knows what is meant 
by “confessing Christ.” A great many people think 
they know. Probably it is no exaggeration to say 
that nine out of every ten persons who think they 
have confessed Christ in a way that is entirely suffi- 
cient are utterly ignorant of what it really means. 
It will pay us to study with prayerful thoroughness 
the part of God’s Word that is now béfore us. 

Why did the disciples so’ quickly forget Jesus’ 
miracles ? - 

Were the disciples below the average in under- 
standing Jesus’ teachings? 

Why did Jesus heal the blind man gradually? 

What did Peter mean by his confession of Christ? 

Why did Jesus say that he “must . . . be killed”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Mark 7 : 1-37) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—The opposition to Christ had been 
gathering strength for some time (2:7; 3:6, 22). 
If the crowds at the Passover in Jerusalem had 
spread the news of the feeding of the five thousand 
Christ’s enemies would be: still more watchful, Then 
came the decisive break on the question of cere- 
monialism, as in this lesson, just as John 6: 22-40 
marked the break with political hopes. 


Date.—April and through the summer of A. D. 29. 


Mark’s Gospel.—The lesson covers the concluding 
part of the ministry in Eastern Galilee (6:7 to 7: 23) 
and the opening events of the work in Northern 
Galilee (7:24 to 9:30). 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life 
of Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), p. 149; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gos- 
pels” (The Sunday School Times Company, paper, 
10 cents; cloth, 25 cents), sections’ 69-71; Croscup, 
“Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 
22-24; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 
75 cents), Index for names of all places mentioned. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
Three different yet connected topics are included, 
calling for great care and clearness in presentation. 


Defilement of Heart (vs. 1-16). The Pharisees 
were desirous of discrediting Christ before the peo- 
ple by showing how widely he had departed from 
the usual standards of righteousness. They raised 
the special point of the authority of the tradition 
of the elders, with special reference to the question 
of defiled hands as an instance of this position (v. 5). 
Much had been commanded in the law in regard to 
cleanliness (Exod, 29:4; 30:17-21; Lev. 14:8), 
but the Jewish leaders had greatly added to these 
laws with their elaborate rules about the washing 
of the person and of hands (vs. 3, 4), in case they 
had become defiled by touching some unclean person 
or thing in daily life. Large pots of water were 
provided for these washings (John 2:6), and even 
drinking cups and vessels were thus, purified. (1) 

But while Christ: gave no countenance to uncleanli- 
ness (John 13:5), he considered this ceremonial 
washing hypocrisy, and in his opinion the words of 
Isaiah 29:13 well summed up the attitude of the 
Jewish leaders. The prophet spoke of honoring God 
with the lips only and by a worship which was vain, 
because ruled by mere human considerations. (2) 

One instance of this was the treatment of the fifth 
commandment (vs. 9-13). The law not only ordered 
filial obedience, but associated death with the breach 
of it (Exod. 20:12; Deut. 27:16). But these Jew- 
ish leaders were in the habit of teaching that if a 
son only pronounced a formula of dedication upon 
anything, using the term “corban,” meaning gift, he 
was thereby absolved from using it for the good of 
his parents, and thus a mere formality was allowed 
to override a moral application, and tradition thereby 
emptied God’s Word of all its reality. (3) 

Then Christ turned to the people and told them 
by way .of practical application what fhis all meant. 


Dulness of Mind (vs. 17-23). Man is not defiled 
by what he eats, food itself being unable to make a 
man unclean. It is true the law of Moses distin- 
guished between clean and unclean meats, to keep 
the Jews distinct from the heathen nations, but this 
was quite another matter. Besides, these distinc- 
tions were about to be abolished, for Christ here 
made all meats clean (v. 19). 

As Peter was taught in his vision (Acts 10: 12-15); 
the impure heart defiled the man, and meat could 
not touch the heart. What the heart is the life is, 
because we follow what we love. Then Christ gave 
a catalogue of sins to show how bad hearts make 
evil lives, The Jewish rulers, who were so particular 
about defilement, would not enter Pilate’s hall, and 
yet at the same time they were full of evil thoughts 
against Christ (Luke 23:2; John 18:28). (4) 

Desire of Soul (vs. 24-30). The hostility was 
intensified by this attitude about ceremonial, and in 
order to escape the malice of the Pharisees and 
scribes and to find rest and opportunity for training 
his apostles, Christ brings his ministry in Eastern 
Galilee to a close and retires to the North, where 
his ministry seems to have lasted about six months. 
During this journey he crossed the border line and 
went into the countries of Tyre and Sidon, coming 
in contact for the first time with heathenism, in the 
person of a Syrophoenician woman. 

Following the teaching on unclean things, the 
journey is all the more significant as indicating the 
breaking down of the partition between Jew and 
Gentile. It would be an important step in the train- 
ing of the Twelve. The details of the story are 
particularly interesting when read in Matthew’s ac- 
count, where the various stages are given. These 
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may be described as follows: (1) faith manifested ; 
(2) faith discouraged; (3) faith tested; (4) faith 
rewarded. Each of these should be noticed. The 
woman was a Greek, who had heard of his fame, 
and had a young daughter at home possessed with 
an evil spirit. Notwithstanding Christ’s desire for 
rest and quiet, he could not be hid (v. 24), and the 
woman in her earnestness and persistence begged 
him to bless her daughter, At first Christ was silent, 
then the disciples urged him to dismiss her, and he 
referred to the limits of his commission, especially 
as she had used, probably without thought, and cer- 
tainly without warrant, the Jewish Messianic term 
“Son of David.” (5) 

But when she recognized her true position, and 
would not be repulsed, she obtained the blessing she 
desired. When Christ uséd the term “little dogs” as 
expressive of the Gentile people as contrasted with 
the Jews, God’s special children, the woman quickly 
took up the word and said that even the “little dogs” 
were allowed in the house and were fed from the 
table. So she accepted the position, and in humility 
and perseverance met with success. Our Lord first 
commended her faith (Matt. 15: 28), and then healed 
her daughter. (6) 

Difficulty of Life (vs. 31-37). Then as our Lord 
proceeded through Northern Galilee, a district inhab- 
ited by Gentiles, another miracle took place. It seems 
to have occurred: in Decapolis, the country from 
which Jesus had been practically dismissed, though 
the testimony of the man he left behind seems to 
have been effectual in changing the attitude of the 
people (5:19, 20). The man was deaf and had 
an impediment in his speech; not quite dumb, and 
yet unable to talk. This man’s friends brought him 
to Christ, and the various points connected with the 
healing are particularly noteworthy. Christ took him 
aside privately, put His fingers in his ears, touched 
his tongue with saliva, looked up, perhaps in prayer, 
sighed in compassion for the sufferer, and then cried, 


“Be opened,” Mark giving the very word used (5: 41; - 


15:34). At once the man heard the voice of Jesus 
and spoke. Then our Lord charged the multitude to 
keep silence, but they could not restrain their feel- 
ings: and glorified God; the phrase “God of Israel” 
showing that they were not Israelites themselves. 


II. Additional Material for Teachers 


Matthew 15: I-31; 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18; Gala- 
tians 5: I-25. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 72:1-17, Qne of the 
two Psalms with the title “of” (or “concerning”) 
Solomon, expressive of a prayer for a perfect king. 
If this was a prayer of David for his son, it has a 
special meaning. The wording has never been ful- 
filled in the past, and on this account must be re- 
garded as Messianic, to be realized in Him who is 
the perfect King, 


1. Matthew 15: 1-31. The parallel passage, verses 
12-14 giving a special point not mentioned by Mark, 
and verses 21-28, Matthew’s own account of the 
Syropheenician woman, much fuller than Mark’s. 

2. 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18. Paul’s great teaching 
on Christian liberty: (1) its secret, the Holy Spirit; 
(2) its method, transformation by beholding. 

3. Galatians 5: 1-25. Another solemn passage on 
true spiritual liberty: (1) the danger of bondage 
(w6. I-12); (2) the danger of liberty (vs. 13-15); 
(3) me safeguard agaifist bondage and license (vs. 
16-25). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Senior and Adult Topic: Christian Liberty. (Ad- 
ditional Material: see same for Teachers.) The sub- 
ject of Christian Liberty is suggested by the burdens 
mentioned in verses 1-23 and offers an occasion for 
a thorough study of one of the greatest truths of 
the Gospel. 

(1) The need of liberty, Man is in a threefold 
bondage: (a) to sin (Rom, 6:6, 14), doing evil; 
(b) to law (Rom, 7:1), trying to do good and failing 
(Rom. 7:19); (c) to ceremonial restrictions, as in 
this lesson (Gal. 4:9, 24). In Matthew i1: 28 the 
“heavy laden” is probably not a reference to sin, but 
to Pharisaic interpretations of the law which pressed 
heavily on the conscience. 


(2) The means of freedom. In all these three 
particulars Christ is our Deliverer (a) from sin 
(Rom. 6:18, 22); (b) from law (Rom, 8:2); (c) 
from ceremonialism (Gal. 5:1). When we accept 
him as our Saviour, we find this blessed and inspir- 
ing freedom. 


(3) The proof of liberty, The fact that we are 
set free is at once shown in three ways: (a) service 
to Christ; (b) love to others; (c) spiritual satis- 
faction. In 1 Corinthians 7: 22 we become the Lord’s 
freedmen, and then being thus made free, we at once 
become Christ’s bondservants. 


(4) The results of liberty. No longer do we ob- 
serve a code of laws, but produce a life of love. We 
are, of course, “under law” to Christ (1 Cor. 9: 21), 
but his “yoke is easy, and his burden is light” (Matt. 
11:30). “Faith makes all things possible; love makes 
all things easy.” 
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IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


In Matthew’s account the Syrophcenician woman 
used the word “Lord” three times, and these repre-- 
sent three stages in her and our true lives. 

1. The Cry for Mercy (Matt. 15:22). This is the 
first need of the soul, recognizing the law of God 
as broken and the consequent necessity of forgive- 
ness, This is only possible by surrender to Christ as 
“Lord,” for he is exalted as a Prince and a Saviour 
for this very purpose (Acts 5: 31). 

2. A Call for Help (Matt. 15:25). The second 
need of the soul follows the first and expresses a 
— and aap necessity throughout the life. 

his again is only possible by whole-hearted surren- 
der to Christ as “Lord,” for in him is all power for 
daily life. 

3. A Response of Acquiescence (Matt. 15:27). 
The woman’s new position, as she waited before 
Christ, illustrates the Christian soul, as it accepts the 
proper conditions and is able to say, “Yes, Lord,” to 
everything that Christ requires. 

Thus, we have three stages of experience and all 
are ruled by the thought of Christ’s Lordship. When 
he is Lord, then there is liberty (2 Cor. 3:17, 18). 


V. Leading Questions 

What earlier indications of hostility to Christ are 
found in this Gospel? 

What three things did Christ say the Jews did with 
God’s Word through tradition? (vs, 8, 9, 13.) 

In what sense were Isaiah’s words a prophecy of 
these people? What two sins mentioned by the 
prophet are charged against them? 


What is the meaning of verse 19? (Acts 10:15.) 

What is the reason for the privacy of verse 24? 

How did the woman’s words (v. 28) show her 
faith? 

Why did Christ use means? (v. 33.) 

What is the reason for the silence? (v. 36.) 

WycuiFFre CoLLece, Toronto. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HERE can be no missing the finger of prophecy 

pointing to the conflict of Christ with formalism 
and asceticism, Verse 6 settles all controversy as to 
that. “Well-hath Esaias prophesied of you,’ And 
then Jesus adds the application (vs, 7-9). 

Jesus has met the real enemy. Deep in the natural 
heart is the determination to adapt religion to that 
which pleases self. And of all the means by which 
the matural heart deceives itself asceticism is easily 
first. The man whose religion is hard and exacting, 
a religion which demands fasts and vigils and separa- 
tion from all natural joys, and the rigid performance 
of a ritual, points to these self-inflicted deprivations 
as proofs, to himself and to others, of his sincerity 
and devotion. 

St. Simeon Stylites and the other “pillar saints,” 
shouting from the tops of their columns to the men 
below to witness their sufferings as day and night, 
summer and winter, they bear unsheltered the “piti- 
less peltings” of storms and the blazing sun of mid- 
day, are but extreme instances of the substitution of 
a self-made religion for the sweet, clean, wholesome, 
divine-human faith of Jesus Christ. 

Soon all this is formulated into “the command- 
ments of men” which, professing to be grounded 
upon Scripture, really “make void” the Scripture. 
“Laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men.” “In vain do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” 
(Mark 7:7, 8). 

The second chapter of Colossians is the final and 
matured Christian teaching against every form of 
asceticism, and of human authority in things of faith 
and practise. They do not belong in Christianity. 
The faith which God sent into the world by Christ 
builds all upon his sacrifice which makes possible the 
utter erasure of all sin as before the justice of God 
(Rom. 3: 21-28); a new nature through a new birth 
(John 3: 3-6); and victory over the old self-nature, 
with its forms and asceticisms and man-made creeds, 
through the indwelling Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 
5:22, 23). 

It is time to speak out. What had happened to the 
ancient religion of Jehovah has happened to the 
religion of Christ. It is despoiled on the one hand 
“through philosophy and vain deceit,” and on the 
other, “after the tradition of men” (Col. 2:8). 


DoucLaston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
we 


How many interesting moments you have spent 
with a friend over a map of his latest big journey! 
Have you ever visualized the journeys of our Friend 
of friends? “Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s Journeyings”’ 
does that for you in most simple fashion. It may be 
secured of The Sunday School Times Company at 
twenty cents. 
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What Bible Verse Does this 


Picture Illustrate ? 


HERE is one of the 30 pictures in the Third 
Bible Picture Study, which is now being con- 
ducted by Christian Herald. 

All the 30 pictures are clear and plain. Could 
S) you select, from a special list of 2,000 Bible verses, 
one that this picture illustrates? If so, you can 
‘ compete well in the great $5,000.00 National Bible 
y Picture Study, for all that participants do is to 
look at the 30 pictures, open the Reference Book 
of 2,000 Bible verses, read the verses over, choose 
those that seem to fit best what the pictures show, 
and write the chosen verses down in the Answer 
Book. Then the Answer Book is sent in to us, 
and those who have selected the best verses for 
the pictures will be paid the 1,001 Prizes, aggre- 
gating $5,000.00 in Cash! 

The men whose pictures are shown above, winners 
in our Second Bible Picture Study, are just /o/és, 
same as-you are. ‘They won by using their com- 
mon sense in choosing the best fitting verses. You 
can win a prize in our present Picture Study if you 
make a successful use of your own common sense. 

What Bible verse fits des¢—that is the question 
you ask yourself, and in considering each verse 
and each picture you learn much about the Bible 
that previously you had not unearthed ; you gain 
in Bible understanding and in spiritual insight. 
The Picture Study is great entertainment, but it is 
at the same time so/id, /asting Bible study. You 
cannot go wrong in entering, for if you do not win 
a cash prize you will surely have the prize of 
greater knowledge of God's Word. 

Directly below we show a picture of the Reference 
Book of 2,000 Bible verses, called International 
Bible Readings, and of the Answer Book. Each 
book is really 7x10 inches in size—they make partici- 
pation in the Picture Study simple and enjoyable ! 
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i 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 621 Bible House, New York 


complete Outfit for competing in the $5,000.00 Third 
ible Picture Study, all 30 pictures, Reference Book, 4 
Answer Book, rules, and also the Christian Herald for 





ALBERT J. HEINZMAN, California WILLIAM N. WYSHAM, Maryland 


inner of $800.00 in Cash, Winner of $1,000.00 in Cash, 
Second $2 Spent First Prize in the Secoad Bible 
7 Picture 


All 30 pictures in the Thizd 
‘ cmdtnnns nuns Gecdal Ghat seal er giant tes ; Bible Picture Study, with 
Reference Book of the 2,000 
' Bible verses and the Answer 
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THESE MEN WON $2,400.00 


IN THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


ECOND BIBLE PICTURE STUD 





YOU MAY WIN $1,000.00 IN THE 
THIRD STUDY, NOW UNDER WAY, IN 
WHICH $5,000.00 IN CASH WILL BE PAID 


Picture No. 1 (much reduced) ia 
Third Bible Picture Study 


$5,000.00 IN CASH 


will be paid as prizes in the Third 
Bible Picture Stady, starting with a 
first prize of $1,000, and going through 
1,001 prizes in all. The complete 
Outfit, all pictures, and Christian 
Herald for 10 weeks, costs but 35 
cents | 


We know we have done every- 
thing to make the Picture Study 
please you. Competition in it with- 
out expense is made possible by the 
rules, which are free upon request, 
The unusual Special Offer for every- 
thing is given below. Close with it 
to-day, and you will call it one of 
the most pleasing acts of your life. 
There is more than money to gain 
here—hurry and get the Outfit ! 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


receiving the Christian Her- 
ald for 10 weeks, too, you will 
realize why more than 300,000 
families love it. It will have 
wonderful features, enthralling 
stories, inspiring pages of pic- 
tures, articles and poems. Take 
advantage of our special offer 
at once. The great Picture 
Study is beckoning to you. 
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10 weeks. 

‘ FERRER EEP LCE n Pete ee ek Book, and Christian Herald CEN TS 
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' Outfits can be ordered up to April 22, 1918. Partici- 
§ pants have until May 31, 1918, to submit answers 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Do Something.—He could not be hid 
(v. 24). A schoolgirl once wrote in my 
autograph album in purest copy-book 
hand, “True worth need take no pains 
to display itself.” That is to say, as I 
have found out since those happy fresh- 
man days, if you have any real merit or 
rg gs about you, folks are sure to 

nd it out. By “folks” are meant the 
plain people, the neighbors. The San- 
hedrin, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, 
the Herodians, will never discover your 
merit. The high aristocracy of Judaism 
did not know much about the young 
peasant preacher from Galilee. But the 
populace, with the serious~problem of 
food, raiment and housing facing them 
day by day, soon discover the heart that 
beats for them. If you will just do 
something for the common people, fame 
and fortune are yours, 


The Retort Courteous.—Yea, Lord; 
even the dogs under the table éat of 
the children’s crumbs (v. 28). I have 
a brother, one of .\ hose favorite say- 
ings is: “Some wit a man gets from his 
mother and some he buys.” Women 
have always been naturally bright and 
tactful and witty—one of God’s choice 
roductions. According to my brother 
llis’ notion this is why we blunder- 
ing men are not greater failures than 
we are. In this little story we have 
a fine sample of “mother wit.” To me 
the charm of this delightful story is 
how Christ himself seems to have en- 
joyed it. Indeed no man to-day can 
enjoy John Kendrick Bangs’ fanciful 
“Coffee and Repartee” any more than 
Jesus enjoyed this -actual repartee. 
Jesus was a young man full of fun, like 
the rest of the best of us. When some- 
one at the “Literary” asks you to bring 
an example of the “retort courteous,” 
bring this and you'll have the best. 
While the situation was serious and the 
incident tense, yet the outcome was as 
pleasing as a story, But: here is the 
point: All loaves have crumbs, There 
18 always a little over of all good things. 
Did you ever stop to think that a great 
part of the accumulated capital of the 
land is in savings banks and insurance 
companies? The little-left over from 
the earnings. Ask the banker who 
holds ‘the bonds and mortgages of rail- 
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should it draw on his human: side to 
make a cure? Were not the cures a 
mere matter of command? A simple 
saying of “Be,” and it was? “Power has 
gone out of me,” said Jesus one day 
(Luke 8: 46) when he had cured a poor 
sufferer. I have a notion that some 
day Heaven will reveal how Jesus 
wrought his miracles. Jesus was a 
man, a get-tired man, as well as a di- 
vinity. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full-months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


The Higher Commandment. — Ye 
leave the commandment of God, and 
hold fast the tradition of men (v. 8). 
Beyond the finest tradition of men, a 
higher command awaits us, if we go far 
enough, On the train the other day a 
private sat with his tunic unbuttoned, 
for the temperature was high. A ser- 
geant strode up to him and said: “But- 
ton up that tunic! Did you never hear 
of By-law 217, Sub-section D? I’m 
Sergeant J. Winterbottom.” A gentle- 
man in the seat behind tapped the ser- 
geant sternly on the shoulder. “How 
dare you issue orders with a pipe in 
your mouth?” he asked. “Go home and 
read Par. 174, Section M, Part 9. I 
am Major E, Carrol.” Here a gentle- 
man with a drooping white mustache 
interposed from the other side of the 
aisle: “If Major Carroll,” he said 
coldly, “will consult By-law 31. of Sec- 
tion K, he will learn that to reprimand 
a sergeant in the presence of a private 
is an offence not lightly to be over- 
looked.”—From The j redial Sent by 
Rev. W. T. Dorward, Milwaukee, Wis. 
The prize for this week is cwarded to 
this illustration, (1) 


Persistent Leaning.—Y ea, Lord; even ' 


the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs (v, 28). The Puri- 
tans speak of faith as a recumbency, a 





roads and industrials: There is rarely 
a Christian family with so little but a | 
crumb or two is found for the Master. | 
The widow had her mites (Eph. 2: 
EI-22). (1) 


How to Get Things.—For this say- | 
ing go thy way (v. 29). Dear old 
Major Whittle says, “By great faith 
she did what neither Pharisee, Saddu- 
cee, Herodian, nor Scribe could do, en- 
tangled Jesus.” I think Jesus laughed 
just as you would have done, and in 
that sweet way of his said: “You have 
got me, my dear little woman; the ‘lit- 
tle dog’ shall have just what she begs 
for.” While he spake he willed and 
the devil flew. Of course, back of all 
was the woman’s great faith. And ba-k 
of her faith was the consuming desire for 
her daughter. Professor Fosdick says, 
“A central craving organizes all the 
faculties of our. lives about itself and 
sets mind and heart to do its bidding.” 
One of our greatest faculties is that 
of faith. Faith brought the answer here 
as it usually does. This grace seems 
to be one most pleasing to God (Heb. 
11:6; Gen. 15:6). When you come 
to think of it, this same grace is aiso 
most pleasing to man. Watch a father 
hold out his arms to a youngster on 
the porch railing. “Jump!” he cries. 
And the little shaver with perfect trust 
in his father immediately and unhesi- 
tatingly leaps. When Dad catches him 
he always instinctively gives the little 
fellow a hug and a kiss. The hug and 
the kiss is the answer to the faith. And 
God always gives us a hug and a 
kiss when in perfect trust we. go into 
his outstretched arms. (2) 


The Human Side of Jesus. — He 
sighed, and saith unto him... Be 
opened (v. 34). Why should the Son 











of God sigh in the curing of a man 


leaning. It needs no power to lean; it 
is a cessation from our own strength, 
and allowing our weakness to depend on 
another’s power. Let no man say, “I 
cannot lean.” It is not a question of 
what you can do, but a confession of 
what you cannot do, and a leaving of 
the whole matter with Jesus. No woman 
can say, “I cannot swoon.” It is not a 
matter of power.—From Spurgeon’s 
Sermon Notes. Sent by J. M. Bigham, 
Huntersville, N. C. 


The Cry. — And the bond of his 
tongue was loosed (v. 35). “Twenty- 
nine years ago,” began Billy Sunday, “I 
staked every thing on Jesus Christ, and 
I won.” Then he told the story of the 
dumb son of King Croesus, who saw an 
assassin stealing up behind his father. 
He tried to cry out, but could not. He 
tried again, but could make no sound. 
A third time he strained and struggled 
to warn his father against the approach- 
ing death, and with a dreadful effort 
burst the bonds of dumbness and cried 
out in 2 voice that was hoarse and re- 
pellent, but which caught his father’s 
attention and saved his life. “Every 
day,” said Sunday, “I stand and see men 
and women and little children ¢hreat- 
ened with worse than death. I see 
them on their way to hell. I call out to 
them as best I can. My way may be 
rough and my words unrefined, but I 
catch their attention. I cali out the only 
way I can and, God helping me, I will 
keep on calling, and calling, and calling, 
so long as I can speak.”—From “A Law- 
yer's Impression of Billy Sunday” in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Christ’s Work.—He hath done all 
things well; he maketh even the ae 
dumb to speak (v. 37). Some years 
ago, in a school in London, I was wit- 
ness of a touchingly pathetic sight. It 





who stuttered and who was deaf? Why 


was a class of deaf mutes, whose teacher 
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y Now the day is over.” 


, LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Mark 7 - 1-37) 


was endeavoring to get the children to 
say the word “father.” Oh, the patience, 
the perseverance, the loving ingenuity 
of that teacher. Sometimes he manipu- 
lated the lips of a child, so that he 
might, if possible, utter the first syllable 
of the word. Then he got them all to 
say “fa—” and by and by to put the two 
syllables together .and utter the word 
“father.” Never shall I forget the smile 
which lit up and transfigured the faces 
of those children when finally they all 
said together—“fa—ther—fa—ther.” It 
was a triumph of loving perseverance. 
There is a more pathetic sight even 
than that. It is the Son of God coming 
into this sinful world of ours to teach 
its dumb and stammering inhabitants to 
say, “Father,” as the name of God. 
“He hath done all things well.”—Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 

No Taste for Mud.—/f therefore the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed (Golden Text). - A man who 
was seeking to become a Christian be- 
moaned the lot that would come to him 
if he gave himself to Christ. “I shall 
have to give up so much!” he said. 
“There are many things I can do now 
that I. can’t’ do then.” “But,” said a 
Christian brother, “there are many things 
that you can’t do now. You cannot eat 
mud or drink it.” “No,” replied the 
man; “but I don’t want to do a thing 
like that.” “That’s just it,” was the 
reply. “And when you become a 
thoroughgoing Christian, all sin will be- 
come distasteful to you. You will not 
want to commit it."—From The Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J, A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. (2) 


ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ What a wonderful Saviour!” 
“Since fulness of His love came in.” 
“The great Physician now is near.” 
“ My faith looks up to Thee.” 
“ There’s a song in my heart I am singing 
alway.” 
* Does Jesus care?” 
i Holy, Holy, Holy,. Lord God Almighty,” 
(References in parentheses are. to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by the United Pres- 
byterian Board of. Publication, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.) 
Psalm 72: 1-17 (152: 1-4). 
Psalm 103 : 1-22 (207 :‘1-3). 
Psalm 119: 41-48 (243 : 1-4). 
Psalm 34: 1-10 (78: 1+4). 
Psalm 20: 1-9 (39 : 1-3). 


s¢ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
open our eyes to the sweeping character and 
completeness of the freedom thou dost offer 
from the power of sin. Guide us, we pray 
thee, against limiting thee in our own 
thoughts when we ask thee to take care of 
the problem of sin for us. We do thank thee 
for the numberless evidences of thy power 
in human life even to take away the desire 
for that which hitherto has drawn us irre- 
sistibly. Lord Jesus, we yield ourselves 
to thee to-day for the cleansing that comes 
only from thee. In thy dear name we pray. 
Amen 

After the Lesson.—Just picture this 
scene to yourself. A woman thinking 
of herself as an outsider comes to Jesus 
and asks him to do what he can toward 
relieving her daughter from the power 
ofademon. He tests her for a moment, 
and then in the light of her answer he 
says, “Very well, you have answered me 
in just the right way. Go home and 
you will find that your daughter is very 
much better, so much better that you 
will hardly know her. Indeed, I think 
I can promise you that the demon will 
not trouble her much more. She is 
practically rid of him, and while he may 
bother her some, yet things are not go- 
ing to be as they were.” 

Now just suppose that the story had 
gone in the way I have told it. Just sup- 
pose that Jesus’ power over, the demon 
had been as uncertain and as ineffective 
as I have made it out to be in this imagi- 
nary picture. That sort of answer would 
indeed have been’ not really a helpful 
crumb for a dog under the table. No, 
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those who come to him in faith. The 
demon was not allowed to have just a 
little foothold left somewhere in that 
poor girl’s life. When the mother got 
home she found that the demon had,— 
what? Yes, gone out. Just let those 
words ring as you say them. Let them 





’ REEDOM 
CHRIST OFFERS bg 


WILL YOU HAVE IT? 











your heart to praise God that such a 
thing can be. And if you know anybody 
in that sad state under any kind of pos- 
session of evil desire, or by such a 
demon as had his grip upon that girl, 
won’t you hurry to tell about the free- 
dom that Jesus Christ offers? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc. — Helpers of 
Jesus try to help others. 


‘Notes.—The_ spirit of helpfulness, 
rather than identical methods used by 
Jesus, should be developed by present- 
ing several miraculous incidents, re- 
corded in Mark’s Gospel, one of which 
is to-day’s Primary: lesson. The short 
Bible story of healing the deaf m -- can 
be told in less than three minutes. Add 
to it. the description of one of the 
schools for the deaf, such as. exist in 
many Christian states, provinces, and 
countries. 


Review.—Recall by pictures the sto- 
ries of. helpfulness presented during the 
past quarter: Add a few words about 
the use of last. Sunday’s Easter offering 
to help some good cause. 


Lesson Story—-Jésus and his disciples 
took a short journey to a different part 
of the country, and Jesus made a‘ poor 
mother very thankful and happy be- 
cause he cured her young daughter, 
who had been ill a long time (Mark 7: 
24:30). 

As Jesus and his disciples returned 
through several cities and villages, a 
deaf man who could not speak plainly 
was brought to Jesus by friends, who 
asked Jesus to put his hands upon him, 
to make him well. 


linger in your mind. Let them quicken }, 











~ Quaker Oats 
-~ Paid for the Gown 


Quaker Oats this year will save housewives, we figure, some $25,000,000. And 
this is how it happens: 

Pound for pound Quaker Oats yields twice the nutrition of round steak. And it 
is ideal nutrition, with every needed p meat in just the right proportion. 

Other foods, for the same food units, cost about as follows: 


Eggs Cost 10 Times as Much 
Meat—on the Average—Costs 8 Times as Much 
Average Mixed Diet Costs 4 Times as Much ~ 


A whole week's breakfasts on Quaker Oats cost the same as one bacon-and-egg 
breakfast. Yet the oat, with its wealth of flavor, is Nature's most delightful grain. 














Jesus stopped, then took the man 
aside from the crowd, put His fingers 
in his ears and touched his tongue, As 
he looked up to Heaven, he prayed, 
and then said, “Be opened.” At once 
the man’s ears opened so that he could 
hear, and he spoke plainly. 

After the Story— Since that time, 
people who love Jesus and want to be 
helpers have tried in many ways to 
help the sick and unfortunate. 

When. you children go to school it is 
easy to learn, because you can see your 
teachers, your books, and the _ black- 
board; you can hear what the teachers 
and other children say; and you hear 
the family talking at home. 

Some children are deaf, and because 
they have not heard other people talk- 
ing, they did not learn to speak, so 
many people thought they were deaf 
and dumb. 

Good Dr. Gallaudet thought about 
these people and helped to start a school 
for the deaf, to prove that such chil- 
dren might be taught to speak. Nowa- 
days there are such schools in many 
cities. Even little children only four 
and five years old sometimes attend. 
Some have ‘to leave their homes and 
parents, to live and sleep at these 
schools, where nurses and kind teach- 
ers help them. 

If you have visited such schools, it 
will be easy to take the children in 
imagination for a visit to watch the 


little folks—holding a hand a short dis- 





that is not our blessed Lord’s way with 





Make Quaker Oats your basic food. Make it the entire breakfast. Mix it with 
your flour foods—for added flavor and to save the wheat. Every package of Quaker 


Oats saves many times its cost. 


{| Quaker Oats 


The Superlative Flakes 


In Quaker Oats you get the extra flavor A bushel of choice oats yields but ten 
without any extra cost. Ask for this pounds of Quaker Oats. 
exquisite brand. These flakes are made When such oats are sold at the Quaker 
from just the rich, plump, luscious oats, Oats price, you should make sure to get 
All the little, starved grains are discarded. _ them. 


12c and 30c per package in the United States, except in Far 
West and South where high freights may prohibit 





Quaker Oats Griddle Cakes Quaker Oats Sweetbits 
2 cups Quaker Oats (uncooked), 134 cups flour, | tea- The Oat Macaroon 
spoon teaspoon soda, dissolved in 2 ns 1 cup sugar 
| hot water. 1! teaspoon ba! powder (mix in the flour). 
| 24cm sour milk - ee yo k, 2 eggs beaten bghaly, 1 : 2 eggs 
tablespoon or ns me ter (ac- teaspoons 
commas tthe ichneas of roy a Inthe baking powder 
Trocess : er Oats over night in milk. In 
morning mix and sift flour, soda, sugar and salt—add this ' armen 
to Quaker Oats mixture— ed butter; add eggs 
beaten lightly —beat thoroughly and cook as gnddle cakes. | a 














° 2% 
Quaker Oats Muffins iby 
24 cup Quaker Oats (uncooked), 134 cups flour, | cu; uncooked) 

scalded milk, | , 4 level teaspoons baking powder, Cream butter and sugar. Add yolks of eggs. Add 
| tablespoons melted butter, 34 teaspoon salt, 3 blesp Sr Oats, to which baking powder has been 
' a 


sugar. 
"To scalded milk on Quaker Oats, let stand five min- 
| utes, add sugar, salt and melted butter; sift in flour and | buttered tins with a teaspoon, but very few on each 
baking powder ; mix thoroughly and add egg well beaten, | tin, as they spread. Bake in slow oven. Makes 
Bake in buttered gem pans. about 65 cookies. 





, and add vanilla. 


Beat whites of eggs stiff and add last. Drop on 














(Continued on next tage) 
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Use Smith Brothers’. 
protect the delicate tissues 


Cough Drops are pure. 
you to prevent coughing 








AKE care of your throat these windy, rainy days. 


SMITH BROTHERS of Poughkeepsie 


NO ADVANCE 


They loosen the phlegm, 
and ward off colds. S. B. 
Always have a box with 
when you go to church. 








For the Primary Teacher 

( Continued from preceding page) 
tance before the mouth to feel the 
pulsations of air in reproducing the 
aspirates; or imitating pictures or the 
position of teacher’s lips, tongue, teeth, 
in making other sounds, or even feeling 
of her throat, and trying to produce 
similar results in their own; then the 
ames, as little children in a row read 
om teacher’s lips, Mary, run; Robert, 
jump; Harold, throw the ball; etc.,— 
some of the processes for learning lip- 
reading, then the harder processes of 
speaking words after the teacher. A 
few incidents about Helen Keller might 
be mentioned. 

The Volta Bureau, for the Increase 
and Diffusion of Knowledge Relating to 
the Deaf, has a special building in 
Washington, D. C. It is educating the 
public to the fact that every deaf child 
can be taught to speak and to under- 
stand the spoken word, by reading the 
movement of the lips. This Bureau 
was founded in 1888, by Alexander 
Graham* Bell, of telephone fame. In 
1909 he deeded it to the American As- 
sociation: to Promote the Teaching of 
Speech to the Deaf. 

Expression—Prayers of thankfulness 
for faculties to use, and for the schools 
which exist to train the unfortunate. 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


REPARE for your class on the 

board or a large chart this simple 
skeleton. outline life of Jesus (to be 
completed in time): (1) 


1. Pertop oF PREPARATION, 


Angelic announcements of his birth. 

Birth in Bethlehem; angels, shep- 
herds, Magi. 

Presentation in the temple. 

Flight into Egypt, and return to live 
in Nazareth. 

Journey at twelve years to Passover 
feast in Jerusalem. 

Carpenter in Nazareth until thirty 
years old. 

2. Pustic MINistry. 

Period of Obscurity, largely in Judea. 
Baptism by John. 
First call to first disciples. 
Temptation in the wilderness. 
Cleansing of the temple. 
Long talks with Nicodemus and the 

Samaritan woman. 

Period of Popularity, largely in Gali- 
lee. 
Rejected -by Nazareth, and Caper- 

naum chosen as center of work. 


Choosing of the Twelve Apostles. 
Many miracles. 


When this has been rapidly copied 
into the individual note-books to this 
point, with leading comments from. the 
teacher, call for the list of these many 
Galilean miracles as prepared for home 
study, and group them, as to class (1, 
over nature; 2, over demons; 3, over 
disease) rather than chronologically, 
under this last point in the outline. 
Save space in the note-books for further 
additions to this as the lessons for the 
quarter develop, 

It has seemed wise to-defer this out- 
line until the facts have become of liv- 
ing interest, through some study of de- 
tails. It can now be built up from 
knowledge already their own, rather 
than of your knowledge, “cut and 
dried”; and so it may be to your girls 
something they feel the need of, rather 
than a piece of imposed work. 
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Note that Mark begins his biograph 
with the public ministry, and that all 
our lessons till this one have been dur- 
ing the busy period of popularity with 
the crowds who thronged him every- 
where in Galilee. Ask how many have 
noted Jesus’ repeated injunction not to 
increase this wild enthusiasm by ——_ 
of his many miracles of mercy. Why 
Their disobédience at this point forced 
him to leave Capernaum and its vicin- 
ity for a while, and caused this journey 
away up to Tyre and Sidon, the only 
time Jesus ever set foot on foreign soil 
while dwelling among men, as far as 
our records tell us. Mark this journey 
on your chart or board map, from 
Capernaum to Tyre and Sidon and 
across the headwaters of the Jordan, 
above Lake Galilee, to the range of 
mountains of which Hermon is the 
highest peak, snow-capped always. (2) 

pon this background material base 
the brief presentation of the lesson 
miracle, sketched vividly by yourself or 
one of your best story-tellers. Even 
here in a busy foreign city, among 
Gentile (“heathen”) people, he “could 
not be hid,” nor did he deny the bless- 
ing of his Divine power to heal to this 
Gentile mother when her faith rose 
above even his seeming opposition. 
What an inspiration to perseverance in 
prayer, and what a clear example on 
Jesus’ part to deny the blessing of his 
Gospel to none! For ourselves, teach- 
ers, let us take note that the mother’s 
victorious faith brought his blessing to 
her helpless little daughter. Will he 
not then honor ours for our girls and 
grant them newness of life through our 
prayers? (3) 

Now let us try to get our girls to 
think for a few minutes of the eternal 
values of these many and marvelous 
miracles of our Lord. What do they 
all mean to us to-day? Many answers 
are worth while, but one is supremely 
so: that this Jesus, this living, loving, 
understanding, all-powerful Jesus is 
“the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 8:1 to 9:1 

1. Ask for enough study on the out- 
line life of Christ as given to-day (in 
the note-books) to memorize its chief 
points, at. least. 

2. Ask for a good printing of He- 
brews 13:8 as a second wall-text for 


. The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


“Hlere,my man, is a 
4, 200d Stout ladder” 
ve 





What he needs 
far more than a 


ladder is some- 
bodys strong arm. 
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{Bronchial 
| Troubles 


Syrups and nostrums 
may Seponenny allay 
the cough, but 








SCGOTT’S EMULSION 


| soothes and heals the delicate 
membranes of the throat and 
lungs and its nourishing, cura- 
tive powers drive the cough 
from the system and 

j create physical strength 
to resist further attacks. 


( Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 17-45 
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your class-room or space. The first, 
you remember, was John I: 29. 
ATLANTA, GA. 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers . 


HEN teacher got ready for the les- 
: lon last Sunday he never said a 
word, just pulled out a bottle full of 
black staff and began washing it on the 
outside with a wet rag. (1) 

“What's that for?” asked Fatty. 

“To teach that washing your hands 
won’t cure heart trouble,” answered 
teacher. That had us all guessing until 
we opened our Bibles and read the les- 
son. Then we began to understand. 


“The Pharisees were black inside, like 3 


that bottle,” ventured Fred, “but they 
thought if they only rubbed up the out- 
side enough they could get away with 
it.” Teacher said that was about it, and 
this lesson teaches us that real purity is 
of the heart. (2) 

Our home study questions came next. 
Carl thought these Pharisees from 
Jerusalem were- spies watching for a 
chance to criticize Jesus, and they were 
just glad when they caught his disciples 
neglecting to wash their hands before 
meals, Bulldog Jones thought that was 
a small matter, and said he didn’t al- 
ways wash his hands either when he was 
in a hurry. But I straightened him out 
by answering my question as to why 
they wouldn’t wash. It didn’t mean 
washing off the dirt, but was a sort of 
ceremony, like baptism. The Pharisees 
had hatched up a lot of home-made 
rules that were not in the Bible at all, 
having to baptize your hands, and the 
dishes, etc., every time you stepped out 
or came in or did most anything. Being 
with Jesus a while had cured the dis- 
ciples of such foolishness. 

Teacher showed how Jesus charged 
the Pharisees with keeping their own 
laws, but breaking God’s laws. Then 
he called on Fred to explain about Cor- 
ban. That was a scheme they had fixed 
up so a stingy fellow could send his old 
father and mother to the poorhouse, 
and still be counted pious. If he prom- 
ised to give all his property to God, of 
course then it was “consecrated,” and he 
must not spend any of it on the old 
folks,—that would be sacrilege, So a 
tightwad would put all his property in 
God’s name, turn his parents on to the 
county, and get a great name for gener- 
osity, even though he kept right on using 
the “consecrated” money for himself. 
They forgot that God had commanded, 
“Honor thy father and thy mother.” (3) 

Bulldog read, that verse in Matthew 
23:27, where Jesus called these Phari- 
sees whitewashed tombs, nice-looking 
outside, bat full of rotten bones inside; 
and Fatty gave the verse just before, 
that one where Jesus compared them to 
a dish that had been washed on the out- 
side, but was still full of slop. That was 
an awful way to talk about anybody, 
but we decided it served them just right. 

Bert had the last question, about food. 





He explained that the Pharisees thought 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 (Mark 7 : 1-37) 





Bstavisned 1879 


Sapte, os safe =e weieees avoiding internal 7 
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<.. yt 8 best dation is its 38 years of success- 

use. 

Sold Druggi Send for descriptive booklet. 
Try. ne — tic Throat Tablets for the irritated 

throat, composed of elm bark, licorice, sugar and 


Cf, — f—. Of your druggist or from 
us, 10c. in — 


The VAFO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 














STOP THAT HACKING COUGH 


Relieve dryness of the throat and irritation causcd 
by esld a0 aoe of the voice. Never be without a box of 


BROWN’S sroncum TROCHES 


Absolutely harmless, are invaluable toclergymen 
and all public 8 hig 4+ A nally . q 
confect: Hg a only in boxes. ts Progests, I b 
your dealer cannot su: ou, we 
mail any size upon Sreceipt of price. we 


JOHN I. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 





what you ate and how you ate it made 
a big difference in your character and 
the way you pleased God. But Jesus 
showed them that eating had nothing to 
do with it. It is what you think and 
what is in your heart. 

“Then it’s all right to smoke ciga- 
rettes and drink beer, according to verse 
fifteen,” declared Bulldog Jones. (4) 

“Yes,” agreed teacher, “smoking and 
drinking in themselves don’t affect the 
soul directly, any more than breathing 
‘consumption ‘germs or contracting lep- 
rosy would, ut that is no reason for 
doing one or the other. ‘These appe- 
tites of the flesh, when fostered, injure 
the body and become in time mastering 
Habits, that our hearts bow down to and 
worship. Of course anything that in- 
jures our God-given bodies is a sin, but 
it is chiefly, just as Jesus said, a ques- 
tion as to whether the heart becomes a 
slave or keeps itself pure and free.” (5) 

Teacher closed with a _ talk about 
heart-cleansing being by God’s power 
alone. “The Pharisees tried to get it 
by outward ceremonies,” he said, “and 
it made them hypocrites. People now 
try to reach it by good resolutions and 
turning over new leaves, but that does 
not touch the inside,” and he began rub- 
bing away again on the outside of his 
bottle. .“The Gospel way is to open the 
heart to Christ and pray, ‘Create in me 
a clean heart, O God.’ Then, ‘The 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.’” (6) 

With that he emptied out the ink that 
was in the battle and washed it all clean 
inside in a pan of water. Looks as if 
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even those old Pharisees could have seen 
the truth in that. (7) 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 8:1 to 9:1 

Where was Czsarea Philippi? 

Why did Jesus care what men said? 

Who was it thought Jesus was John 
the Baptist? (Mark 6:1 

How did Peter know that Jesus was 
the Christ? (Matt. 16:17.) 

In what sense was Peter called Satan? 

How can a boy save his life by los- 
ing it? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 
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A Garden Helper 
By Janet Thomas Van Osdel 


<] WISH I could kill them all dead— 
every one in all the world!” cried 
Trot, 

“Whew-ee!” said Uncle Jimmy. 
“That’s a large order. What is it that 
you want to kill off?” 

“Them,” explained Trot, pointing a 
fat finger at a long pink worm on the 
wet sidewalk. “There was more but 
Billy took them. He says it rained 
them last night.’ 

“It didn’t rain worms any more than 
it rained dogs and cats,” said Uncle 
Jimmy. “Earthworms like the damp 
and they come out to enjoy it. That’s 
the reason there are so many out this 
morning, just as there are more little 
boys and girls out on a sunny day than 
on a rainy one.’ Do you like potatoes, 
Trot?” 

Trot’s face brightened as she nodded 
her head. 

“And carrots ?” 

“*Course,” said Trot, beaming. 

“And strawberries?” went on Uncle 
Jimmy, picking his small niece .up. 


h, ‘my !” gurgled Trot. “Is it go- 
ing to be a party?’ 
“It is not! You had a party yester- 


day, That ought to ‘do a small girl for 
one while. But I was going to say if 
you should go and kill all of those nice 
worms y 

“Nice! Uncle Jimmy, they’re horrid!” 

“If every single one of them should be 
killed off, by and by there wouldn’t be 
any more potatoes, nor carrots, nor 
strawberries growing out of the ground 
for little girls and their uncles to. eat.” 

“What have worms got to do with 
what we eat?” asked Trot. 

“They have a lot to go with it. Aside 
from all the little fishes that are caught 
by means of angle worms——” 

“Like Billy does,” put in Trot. 

“Not counting them, Trot, ‘earth- 
worms are great big helpers when it 
comes to food for us. They are forever 
busy burrowing and burrowing under 
the ground. This opens up passages for 
the water and air, and loosens the 
ground so that the tiny rootlets of. plants 
can easily push through it to suck up 
nourishment. The worms eat the earth, 
too——” 

“Eat it!” repeated Trot, 

“Yes, they take the soil into their sys- 
tems and probably get some food from 
it. Then they throw it out again in a 
richer form and this makes the soil 
much richer, so that plants will grow 





better.” 
“I ’spect they help father in the 
garden more than I do,” said Trot. 


“They always help and they never do 
any harm.” 

Trot hung her head. 

“I only pulled up plants 
weeds once,” she said. 

“Well, anyway, if all the earthworms 
disappeared, in time the soil would be- 
come so dry and hard and so poor that 
none of the vegetables and fruits you 
are so fond of could grow. Where 
now?” as Trot slipped off his knee. 

“I’m going to put him on a stick and 
carry him to the strawberry bed,” re- 
plied Trot. “He might as well be work- 
ing.” 

Lomsarp, ILL: 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








. April 1 to 7 
Mon.—Mark 7: 1-13. Bound by Traditions. 


The rabbis openly exalted their. pre- 
cepts above the law of Moses, declar- 
ing that their words were more noble 
than the words of the Law. The 
danger to which we are often exposed 
is that of neglecting the Divine, while 
keeping human, commands. Supersti- 
tion strangles all genuine piety. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for the 
President of the United States; for the 
members of his Cabinet, and for all 
who in any official capacity seek the 
good of the nation; for the Food and 
Fuel administration, and that the peo- 
ple of the ‘country may loyally stand by 
the government in all measures created 
to meet the unparalleled conditions of 
these last days. 

Tues.—Mark 7: 24-30. Jesus Sets Men Free. 

What a sublime view the lesson pre- 
sents of the Divine sufficiency! The 
thing that was evil in itself became the 
occasion of good, in that the unclean 
spirit led to the mother. hearing of 
Jesus. So may all our losses, pain, and 
afflictions lead us to him who liberates, 


PRAYER SuGcGEsTIons: The incident 
of to-day is a call for mothers to pray 
for their children, and is, in fact, an 
encouragement to all intercessors.. Pray 
for the young who-show signs of de- 
parting from early training, that they 
may be led -ta retrace their steps. 
Wed.—Mark 7: 31-37. 

Setting Free from Infirmity. 

A sermon. for the deaf and dumb. 
“He took him aside, put his finger into 
his ear, touched his tongue.” Christ’s 
sympathies ever responded to human 
necessities. Even in his sigh there is 
the strength of royalty. Let us tell 
him our wants and woes, and he will 
astonish us by- his wonders. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fer all 
who are afflicted with loss of speech 
and hearing; for institutions for the 
deaf. and. dumb, .and_ that. educational 





efforts put forth to brighten the lives 
thus handicapped may have God's bless- 
ing. Pray for soldiers who are simi- 
larly afflicted by the shock of war. 
Thurs.—Gal. 5: 1-13. Christian Liberty. 


God has made all his children free, 
and within the limits of his will there 
is refreshing liberty; beyond those 
limits there is no guarantee of Divine 
protection. Saints are like children 
who want to do all sorts of forbidden 


things. We must not mistake license 
for liberty. 
Prayer Succestions: Let us lay 


Africa before the Lord to-day, It has 
been said that there are one hundred 
and nineteen millions still unevangelized 
in Africa. 


Fri.—1 Thess. 5: 14-24. 
Exhortation to Freedom. 
The child of God cannot be too care- 
ful; he must walk circumspectly before 
men lest he cause the enemy to blas- 
pheme. Even the very appearance of 
evil he must shun, lest he make the 
Word of God of none effect by incon- 
sistency. However slight the evil be, 
shun it. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Give thanks 
for the Bible and pray for a spiritual 
understanding to be able to understand 
the Scriptures; for more devotion to 
the study of God’s Word, and that its 
truths may actually permeate and con- 
trol the life. 


Sat.—Rom. 6: 14-23. Free from Sin. 


If we run into evil because we believe 
in free grace, we have never known the 
grace of God at all, and we are still 
the servants of sin. The measure in 
which we yield ourselves to evil is the 
measure in which we need the cleansing 
blood of Christ. 


Prayer SvuGcEestTions: One of the 
most heartening results of the war has 
been the taking of Jerusalem by pro- 
fessedly Christian powers. Pray that 
we may soon see Jerusalem the center 
of the Jewish government in fulfilment 
of the Word of God. 


Sun.—John 8: 30-39. True Freedom. 


Jesus teaches us that he who com- 
mits sin is the servant of sin. Only 
( Continued on next page) 
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A new novel by the author of 
‘‘Just David ’’ 


Eleanor H. Porter 
| OH, MONEY! 
MONEY! 


The romance of a New 
England Cinderella and 
a Weatern millionaire. 
POOR MAGGIE, the 
heroine, will rank with 
“Pollyanna’’and“ David” 
as one of the most lovable 
characters Mrs. Porter has 
ever created. 


At all bookstores. Illus. $1.50 net 
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO., BOSTON 


























Does consciousness continue 
between death and the resurrection? 
7 page 702 of the = 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 

Helps at all the hard 
ible on the wi oc- 

cur. Dr. Scoheld's helps are equal 

to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 

Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 

India Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 

35 West 32d Street, - - - «+ New York 
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EASONS-FOR IMMERSED 
BEFORE CHRIST COMES 
An argent message to those who love His 
‘ appearing. 3 for 5 Address 
*J.H.G.,” Moosom 


SIX EAE JUBILATE 


1S THE BEST HYMNAL THEY HAVE EVER USED 





For Family Worship 

( Continued trom preceding page) 
when a man is delivered from his sin 
is he truly free. The old revival re- 
frain has it correctly: 


“He has broken my fetters, 


He has set me free. 


Praver Suscestions: Many of the 
Lord’s choicest spirits are confined to 
beds of sickness, and are consequently 
deprived of the privilege of worshiping 
with the congregation gathered in his 
Name. Pray for these “shut-in” ones, 
that they may have a portion from the 
King’s table and have their sickness 
sanctified to them. 


New York City, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 7 
Christian Duty and Privilege. 4. Bible- 
reading (Psa. 119: 9-16). 
(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

i{ Men.—Bible-study (Acts 17 : 10-15). 

|| Tues.—Memory work (Josh. 1 : 6-9). 

|] Wed.—Meditation (Psa. 1: 1-6). 

Thurs.—Aim of the Bible (1 Cor. 10: 
1-11). 

Fri—The Word 
11 : 18-25). 

Sat.—Obedience (Jas. 1: 


in the heart (Deut. 


21-27). 











What methods do we use in Bible-reading ? 
What benefits do we derive from Bible- 
reading ? 


Bible-reading ? 


N 1849 Thomas H. Huxley gave a 

present of a Bible, a fine two-volume 
edition, to Tournay Parsons with the 
following mote: » “My dear Tourna 
To-morrow. you quit us—well, God 
bless you. Winiver you return to the 
sunny smiles of home do not forget the 
inmates of the Manor Cottage. Accept 
the accompanying volumes as a token 
of every good feeling from, Yours sin- 
cerely and affectionately, Thos. Huxley.” 
That does not sound like an agnostic’s 





Send for sample now. To be returned in 7, Saye 
or paid for, Every song high grade, but not « ifficult. 
Jubilate in your school will increase attendance. 


GREAT DEPARTMENTS OF SONG FOR 
8 EVERY SUNDAY SCHOOL USE. 


Prices to suit—$20.00, $25.00, $30.00 $35.00 the hundred 
| {1018-20 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
” 2 Mack Co.\339 S.Wabash Av., Chicago (Agency) 











Se rvvey A NEW SONG BOOK. 
py SUM PTAA) EAMILIAR Sones OF THE 

tr oe Brom ctees Oe tc. No. 1 end 2 oumbined of per 

a 3 Gi ives copy. G, A. K HACKETT, Fort Wayne; lad. 

a. 

4g) 1URCH PEWS 

SSS Md PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place. Northville, Mich, 





Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary . 


List of th: of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 
SAMITARY CO... 74hST., ROCHESTER, N. ¥. 





COMMUNION OUTFIT 

GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the ‘‘war gardener’s” big 
question: How can I produce the 
most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased coats and war taxes? 


IRON AGE Wied Plow 


( Easy to push, fast, thor 
lo cost. Opens 


ough, low in 
furrow for 


nd covers 

seed and fertilizer. Cal- 

tivates wide or narrow 

rows. Turns soil and cov- 

ers scratch foods in poul- 
other Iron 


19-C 
yards. 30 
RacCombinetions. Send 
w> oo, free heokiet today, 
and learn how to garden 
a, X the ern, easy way. 


Bateman M'f'g Co., Box 678 Grenloch, W. 3. 
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word. And in one of the fly-leaves of 
| the second volume are written these 
| words from St. Chrysostom: “Hear me, 
ye men of the world, get you the Bible, 
the most wholesome remedy for the soul. 
Hearken hereto not only in the church, 
but also at home; let the husband with 
the wife, let the father with the child, 
talk together of these matters; and let 
them both inquire and give their judg- 
ments, This is the cause of ail ill, that 
the Scriptures are not known. Ignor- 
ance hath brought in heresies. There- 
fore hath the grace of the Holy Spirit 
disposed and tempered them, so that 
publicans and fishers and tentmakers, 
shepherds and the Apostles, and simple 
men and unlearned might be saved by 
these books, that none of the simpler 
sort might make excuse at the hardness 
of them, that the laboring man and the 
servant, the widow woman and whoso- 
ever is most unlearned, may take some 
good when they are read. All things 
that are necessary to us are plain.” 

There are innumerable reasons for 
studying the Bible. 

1. Our. souls need nourishment as 
truly as our bodies, and the Bible is the 
best food for our souls. 


2. It occupies the mind with good 
-thoughts, Jt fosters reverence and 
earnestness of spirit. It gives volume 
and depth and dignity to our lives. 

3. It helps to restrain wrong im- 
pulses and to purify wrong desires, to 
clarify and strengthen the sense of duty 
and to awaken and intensify the pur- 
poses of righteousness. 

4. .It,moulds the charactér by keeping 
before it the perfect example of Christ 
and by-the influenc: of the truth. It 
reveals to us the will of God as to duty 
and work and the spirit.and sphere ‘of 
action of our lives. 
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How can we improve our opportunities for | 





5. The Bible has so entered into the 
best life and institutions of the nation, 
that ignorance of the Bible is 
otic, As Justice Brewer says, “He is 
the best patriot who loves the Bible best 
and teaches it to others.” 


6. The Bible contains all that we know 
of God. ‘There are some things that we 
can reason out about God but they are 
all in the. Bible, and a good deal more 
we should not know otherwise. 


7. It is the most interesting book in 
the world. If any man thinks it is not, 
let him try to practise it and see. 


tri- 









‘thin ¢ . 
would literally explode—no ewe 
half sick most of the sime! 





ments. 


In his ‘*24 Little Lessons in Corrective 
the noted food scientist, explains your 


your system instead of poison. 


the third or fourth day you notice the 
joy your food mor 





Do You Know 


What foods build fat? 

What causes fermenta- 
tion 

What produces acid 
stomach? 

What foods cause nerv- 
ousness? 

What makes your liver 
complain? 

How vegetables should 

eaten 

How much starch your 
system requires? 

What causes constipa- 
o and how to avoid 
it 

When water is beneficial ; 
when it is injurious? 

How many ditferent 
things you should eat 
ata meal? 

Why some foods literally 
— in your stom- 
ach? 








What combinations of 
food form poisons in 
the body? 

What is one great cause 
of rheumatism, gout 
and lumbago? 

How foods establish 
health by removing the 


examination. 
Lessons, simply mai 


What to eat and what to 
omit for stomach and 
intestinal diseases ? 

How to select the foods 
to keep you warm in 
winter and cool in sum- 
mer? 


Dept. 433 B 


443 Fourth Ave. 


These are only a few of 
the many questions, vital 
tohealth, answered in the 
“Little Lessons.”’ 














without having trouble. 


= will owe nothing. 
causes of disease? eep the Lessons, remit the small feeof 7 
$3.00 asked. Send to-day. 


Corrective 


Eating Society _” “Name 
4 


New York City ag City 


Bible study therefore 


lowship between us an 
Neglecting the Bible is to the soul like 
cutting off our breathing to the body. 


God is speaking. Do we not want to 
hear him? . 


New Yorx Ciry. 





Soon or late we have to pay for the crimes we commit against our stomachs. 
trouble may start with only an occasional gnawing in the stomach, or sourness or 


(Lesson for April 7) MARCH 23, 1918 


8. If we want to do any Christian 
work with others and for others we 
‘must know the Bible, A knowledge of 
it and love in our hearts constitute the 
best equipment for Christian work. 

9. The Bible is God's Word to us. 
Prayer is our word to Him. Prayerful 
s up real fel- 





Soon or Late it Comes! 


The - 


heaviness after meals, but before we know 
it more serious ailments are upon us! °90% 
of all sickness is due to our wrotig eating 


habits. 


For nearly every malady originates 


in the stomach or intestinal tract—brought 
on by unnatural and injurious eating. 

We eat without any thought of the par- 
ticular food requirements of our age; our oc- 


cupation and the climate we live-in. 


But 


WORSE, we eat without any thought of 
the relation one food has to another when 


eaten at the same time, 


Some Foods Explode! 


All foods-are simply combinations of chemical ele- 


We know that we can't mix certain chemicals 


Eating,” Eugene Christian, 
individual food needs. He 


specifies for you, too, the food combinations that send energy into 


There is an amazing difference 
when you follow the correct natural principle in eating. Even with 


delightful results. You en- 
e; you sleep better; you go 


after your daily work with greater enthusiasm. 


See Them FREE | 


Send no money. Simply mail 
the coupon. The Lessons will 
be sent to-you for your own 
free examination. The Les- 
sons contain actual menus for 
breakfast, luncheon and din- 
ner, curative as well as cor- 
rective, covering every condi- 
tion of health and. sickness 
from infancy to old age, and 
tions, climates and - seasons. 


for the Lessons to-day ! 


Send No Money 


Just mail the coupon or copy it on a letter or post- 
card, and the Lessons will be sent you for free / 
If you do not wish to keep the (7 


1 them back to us and 
If you decide 


Pa you $3.00. 


4 
GC AGqPHR. cco ee 
7 


foods required.’ No fuss or bother. 


“ere rvrevereeneeee 


Yet we combine chemicall. 
opposed foods:at every meal. These inharmonious food combinations literally explode 


in the stomach, liberating toxins which are absorbed by the blood and form the root for 
nearly all sickness, the first indications of which are stomach acidity, fermentation, gas 
and constipation and many other sympathetic ills leading to disastrous consequences. . 


Eat for Health and Vitality! 


cases of stomach and in- 
testinal disorders. Began 
his study of foods. their 
properties and different 


intestinal ¢rouble had 
him at death's door. Lit- 
erally ate hisway back to 
perfecthealth, without the 
use of drugs or medicine. 


for all occupa- , 
No special 7 
Send 7 
4 
Fe 
4 
. Eating 
Society, 
Dept. 433 B, 


443 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City 


7 
7 
7 
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Fou may — me pre- 
paid a copy of Corrective 
a , Eating in 24 Te 

either remail them to you with- 
? in five days after receipt or send 


ssons. I will 


oenweeers eee 
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